
  



Bigotry in Our School. 
 
Life is not perfect. We all know that, as human beings, life is never going to be 
perfect no matter how hard we try to fix it. However, in school, students have a basic 
human right to feel safe as soon as they walk onto the premises. In our school, not 
every student feels welcome, and that is not right. It needs to be fixed. 
 
1 in 5 young people aged 11-16 identify as LGBT+. Our school, even though it has a 
lot of positives such as Pride Club, does not always provide the necessary support to 
make 20% of the school feel safe. Homophobic, biphobic, and transphobic bullying 
still occurs everyday within the school walls, and most of the time it goes unnoticed, 
unreported, or undealt with. We preach equality, yet this still happens? It is a sorry 
state of affairs when students feel threatened by others in a place that they should 
feel the safest in. 
 
The purpose of this is not to make staff feel guilty for not doing anything, because 
most of the time the staff truly do care and try to help, however sometimes this 
proves futile. The purpose of this is to speak to the students; those who make it 
difficult for anyone who strays from what society knows as “normal”. I aim to speak to 
those who find it funny to write homophobic language across bathroom walls, and 
slip notes through students lockers telling them to “kill themselves”, often with a slur 
thrown in. I’m speaking to those who make life for transgender pupils even harder 
than it already is, who make people feel abnormal or disgusting for having feelings 
for the same sex, who are violent to anyone who is different. I’m saying this because 
it happens everyday, within our school walls that we value so highly. All of the things 
mentioned have happened to me, so this is speaking truly from the heart.  
 
This is your call to action. Stand up for students who are suffering- fight back against 
the bigotry that threatens 1 in 5 students in our school. If someone purposely 
misgenders a transgender student- correct them! If someone throws a malicious slur- 
tell them that that is not right and they need to stop! It is so easy to combat bigotry if 
you know how to, but the problem is that most people do not have the confidence. 
People are afraid of being an ally because they will be branded as gay, or trans, or 
any slur people choose to use. Be confident and help those who need it, because 
how else are we going to stop bigotry in our school? Let it slide? I don’t think so.  
 
If you are not a part of the solution, then you are a part of the problem.  
 
If you know that you have used these slurs in the past, or have been the bigot, then 
take a moment, and reassess. Apologize, if you are a decent person. Rectify your 
mistakes, and be a part of the solution. We need to make it safe for students who 



feel threatened in school by the constant fear of being thrown into a locker by your 
tie and having your glasses snapped whilst being screamed slurs. Yes, that is a fear, 
because it has happened before. It is our duty to help those who need it- so be a part 
of the solution. Tell people they are wrong, even teachers, if needed. The staff in 
school needs teaching about these issues, it's unfair to expect them to know 
everything if they are not involved at all. If you are a member of the student council, 
bring up these issues in meetings so we can have our voices heard. If you believe in 
gender neutral bathrooms, or training courses for staff and students- bring it up! Be 
confident for those who can’t. Be a part of the solution. 
 
Helen  



Chromebook scheme 
 

As many of you may know, school has engaged in a new scheme that allows 
pupils their own chromebook (a computer that you can carry around with you). This 
allows pupils to do their homework, use them in class, and keep organised. Over half 
the students of age 11-14 have purchased a chromebook but a few individuals have 
mentioned they are not used enough in class. Furthermore, Years 10 and 11 were 
not permitted to buy one, although many believe this unfair as this is the age that a 
computer is needed most, as a revision resource. 
 

This is what Mr Talbot has said towards the issue; 
“I think chromebooks are going really well, over half of the students of which a 
chromebook has been offered have bought one and are already using them in 
lessons”...”and as for the issue that we are not using them enough in class we are 
trying to fix that with courses the teachers have to take to teach them how to use it in 
lessons, this will hopefully fix that problem”...”furthermore in response to the 
complaints that year 11s need them most, they are still able to use google classroom 
for revision as teachers are encouraged to use it.” 
 

However many disagree with Mr Talbot, but a year 11 named Nathan 
despises the chromebook scheme, this is what he has said in response to Mr 
Talbots answer, 
“I think the chromebook scheme is going terribly, the people who have orchestrated 
this should hang their heads in shame. They have stole from the pupils that populate 
the halls of Walkden High School.”...”9/10 teachers i have asked have said that the 
chromebooks are a nuisance and they would not like to ever use them in lesson”...”I 
think that this scheme would have succeeded if Year 11 were involved as now 
teachers have to wait a full 2 years to achieve the full potential of the chromebook.” 
 

The success of the chromebook is vague as of yet but will the idea blossom 
into a new way of teaching, maybe it could even be revolutionary and teach the 
world. However it could also be simply a different method of teaching the same 
things. What do you think? 
 
James  



European Youth Parliament: What went 
on? 

 

On Tuesday 5th March, six Year 11 students, including myself, went to Manchester 
to compete in European Youth Parliament. We were debating against three other 
teams, and debated topics such as the situation in Gibraltar, what should be done 
with stolen colonial artefacts, how industries can become more 
environmentally-friendly, and what can be done about anti-semitism in the country. 
 
We were on the proposing side for the debate on how the fashion and textiles 
industries can be more environmentally friendly, and discussed options such as 
extending the ban on single-use plastics to fast-fashion and packaging in the fashion 
industry and implementing punishments for those countries/companies who do not 
meet the requirements that are already in place. 
 
We also opposed the debate on whether it is up to the country to return stolen 
colonial artefacts, and discussed how it is extremely difficult and nearly impossible to 
know the origin of the artefacts due to changing borders. 
 
We have not yet received the results on this event, however we will update you in 
the next article. 
 
Bethany  



Ghosts 
 

A ghost would refer to a disembodied human soul. 
Whereas a demon is a preternatural angelic creature that 
rebelled against god and their life form is dying. They can 
influence the living. The modern family home has never 
been investigated before unlike most haunted places and 
is currently active and being lived in. Looking into the history of the house, only two 
other families had lived there and had no paranormal encounters. Either the activity 
started when they arrived or a previous owner summoned the paranormal creatures 
and left them behind. The land before the house was a wheat field. 
 
The Haunting Of The Williams Family 

Hannah Williams is a buzzfeed producer who has had undeniable ghosting 
experiences. In the household, there are two young children named Jackson (aged 
6), Wyatt (aged 4) and their parents Matt and Hannah. 

The house was moved into by the family in July of 2018 and for the first 
month, everything was ordinary until they started to hear loud footsteps from the 
attic. Like most people would, they presumed it was the wooden creaks that the 
house usually made. However, the footsteps started to get louder and louder every 
night that it would keep them up. Despite the fact it sounds like footsteps, it could still 
be the wood creaks, the kids tapping on the wall or maybe even an animal. 
 

One night, the houses alarm system went off. The couple ran to investigate 
how it got set off. As they approached it, is suddenly disarmed itself. When they 
checked the alarm system, it wasn’t logged into it and it said that the alarm didn’t 
even go off. Even though the alarm went off, something could of hit the wall and it 
didn’t get onto the system. To add to that, the home had lots of smart technology so 
there is a possibility that it triggered it. 
 

Jackson, the son of the house, usually came into his parents room in the 
middle of the night. One night, Hannah turned and saw someone- but it wasn’t her 
son. It was a little girl. Strangely, she felt very calm and just went back to sleep. The 
next day, she asked her son if he saw that and said it was Matilda. She asked her 
son to draw Matilda but due to the fact that he was six, it wasn’t very realistic. 
However Hannah did in fact agree it looked somewhat like this spirit. Hannah wanted 
to make sure that it wasn’t just her seeing this so she invited her friend to see if she 
would see anything. Her friend did in fact see this ghost called “Matilda”. She 
reached out to touch her hand and when they made contact, a jolt of electricity went 
through her arm, and then the little girl was gone. The chances of it being sleep 
paralysis were very low as three people had saw the spirit. However there is a theory 



that when a ghost presents itself as a little girl, it is infact a demon. This is one of the 
facts that you just can’t deny. 
 

A device named an Ovilus is something used to try and speak to ghosts. The 
way it works is it takes an environmental reading (such as electromagnetic fields and 
temperature) and it produces noises and words. Using this device, it managed to 
pick up words like “no help me” when asking for a name and “shh”. During the 
investigation noises such as tapping and lights turning on and off were frequent. The 
physic felt a mischievous energy. 
 
Hannah and Matt’s Room 
 

When entering the Hannah and Matt’s bedroom, many strange things 
happened. Using the Ovilus, they tried to talk to the spirit called Matilda. It managed 
to pick up, “Hi” and some inappropriate language that a kid would never say. Which 
adds to the possibility of this not being a little girl at all. The physic felt that a family of 
spirits were somehow connected, Matilda being the kid of the family. When 
approaching the attic, the Ovilus made some noises which is where they heard 
footsteps. Perhaps, there are some sort of spirits hiding up there. The couple had 
been hearing footsteps which could lead to a possibility something is up there. One 
day, the couple noticed the key in the door had been bent. They questioned their 
children and they denied ever doing that. It hadn’t of hit the wall as of the way the 
door opened. A spirit may of forced it to bend as it is to hard for even an average 
adult to bend. 
 
Jackson's room 
 

After the chilling experience in Hannah and Matt’s room, you may think it can 
not get any worse. It can. Jackson’s room had some of the most evidence that most 
ghost hunters have ever seen. It had many mirrors which is meant to be a portal to 
the world of the undead. The psychic hears walking, somewhat like a shuffle and it’s 
dragging something deadly and heavy. The Ovilus picks up some strange sentences 
and conversations, like whimpering. Ghosts love being exposed and connected with. 
After being asked if she was a little girl, the psychic heard no. The Ovilus said “get 
out” and Ryan (one of the ghost hunters names) and off to turn it off and you when 
he asks what you want. No uh oh five when he’s counting down. They were talking to 
Matilda. Jackson has seen men and women dress in white facing his wardrobe. 

 
Katie  



 
 

     Goodnight Stories For 
Rebel Girls 

Book review 

 
This book is packed with the stories of many 
inspirational women. From politicians to runners, 
swimmers to writers, they all share their stories.  
When I was reading it, I recognised quite a few of the 
women, however I didn’t know their stories. My favourite 
story is the one about Brenda 
Chapman. I had never heard of her 

before but when I found out the story, I was amazed. Brenda 
always wanted to be an animator so when she was 15 years old, 
she went to Walt Disney Studios and said “I’m really good at 
drawing, will you give me job?” They told her to come back when 
she was older and actually had some experience. And that’s 
exactly what she did. Brenda went to study character animation at 
CalArts 
and went back. They finally accepted her and when she started, you won't believe 
what happened. That's why I’m going to leave it to you. Go and find out about 
Brenda and all of the other women in it. 
  



History Trivia by Helen Makin 
 
 

★ Alexander the Great took over most of the world- the Persian Empire- in only 12 
years before he died at the age of 32.  

 
★ Persian King Darius II had 365 concubines (wives)- one for every day of the year. 

 
★ When captured by pirates, Julius Caesar was insulted, saw the ransom as too low 

and demanded they raised it to 12,000 gold pieces.  
 

★ The Ancient Egyptians invented toothpaste, while the Romans invented mouthwash 
(they used urine). 
 

★ In Ancient Mesopotamia, if the bride failed to fall pregnant on her wedding night, she 
could be returned to her family as ‘flawed merchandise’.  
 

★ Ancient Mayans used a head binding technique using planks of wood and strips of 
cloth in order to form their newborn children's heads into the shape of corn.  
 

★ There are man-made caves in China dating back to 200BC that are a complete 
mystery- no motive nor any link to civilisations at the time.  
 

★ The Druids banned people from writing things down, so we have next to no 
knowledge of them and their lives.  
 

★ 400,000 people died whilst building the Great Wall of China.  
 

★ Women in Ancient Egypt used crocodile dung as a contraceptive. 
 

★ Ancient Egypt is one of the only ancient civilisations where men and women were 
treated as equals.  
 

★ The Ancient Celts of Britain used to regularly sacrifice humans.  
 

★ 80% of Soviet men born in 1923 did not survive WWII 
 

★ Wooly mammoths and the Great Pyramids existed at the same time. 
 

★ Oxford University is older than the Aztec Empire 
 

★ USA has existed for 240 years. It has been at war for 222 of those. 
 

★ Cleopatra’s reign was closer to the moon landing than the construction of the great 
pyramids. 



Plastic: The Silent Killer 
 
There are around 250 billion stars in our galaxy. If you are questioning the relevance, there 
are 500 times more microplastics in the ocean. This number is devastating, as microplastics 
have dire consequences: for creatures, humans and the environment. They enter our food 
chain, and the World Health Organisation are currently researching the effects this has on 
our bodies and health. 
 
But microplastics are not the only problem; plastics in general are detrimental to our 
environment. This is why I am calling for our school to go plastic-free, or as near as. At 
dinner time, plastic forks and pots plague our school; plastic bottles litter the corridors, never 
to be reused again. You may think that one school cannot make a difference, but we can. 
We must output a lot of plastic from this one school, so if this can be limited as much as 
possible, it will be hugely beneficial for the environment. Not only this, we could influence 
other schools in the local area. 
 
So please, reduce your plastic usage, prevent buying single-use plastic bottles and boycott 
the plastic items sold. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Bethany 
  



 

School Hacks 

 
When revising for a test at home, write your notes in blue pen. It is easier to remember what 
you have written when using blue. 
 
Another one for when you are revising, try and chew gum. Then in the test, chew the same 
flavour as it helps you remember things you have revised. If you like to fiddle, then you 
should do it less and focus on your work. 
 
If you have a chromebook and you use it a lot then charging it might be a hassle. When 
you’re using it, turn the brightness down and it should save some extra charge. 
 
For the first few weeks of school, set your timetable as the lock screen on your phone to help 
you remember it. 
 
Use an old toilet paper tube to organise your equipment at home  
 
When you are using it on your lap, you will find that it heats up your legs very fast. To 
prevent this try using an egg box underneath your chromebook. 
  



Simon vs the Homo Sapiens Agenda 
by Becky Albertalli 

 
Published in April 2015, the book was turned into the ever popular film 
Love, Simon in 2018. Both book and film have received highly positive 
reviews worldwide, with over 138k copies sold.  
 
The book follows Simon Spier, a 16 year old boy who is being 
blackmailed using private emails that he has sent to an unidentified 
individual disclosing his sexuality. He has to deal with coming out to 
his family and friends, as well as the problems the blackmail has 
brought to his life. It is a classic coming of age story with a little twist 
that many LGBT+ individuals can relate to. 
 
The book is most likely not suitable for those under the age of 14 due 
to the (infrequent) strong language, and the implied mature themes. 
However for those who are suitable to read it- it is most definitely a 
much recommended read, and a highly enjoyable and relatable novel.  
 
Helen  



SIMPLE VICTORIA SPONGE RECIPE 
 
Before you begin WASH YOUR HANDS!  
 
You will need :  
200g of caster sugar  
200g of self raising flour  
200g of softened butter  
4 medium free-range eggs  
1 tablespoon of milk to soften 
1 teaspoon of vanilla extract  
 
Decoration :   
Around about  4-5 tablespoons of strawberry/ raspberry jam  
250ml of double cream whipped ( you could use buttercream find recipes online)  
Icing sugar for dusting  
 
 

1. To begin with, preheat the oven to 190C/170C fan/gas mark 5, then you 
should grease two 7 inch cake tins. 

2. Place 200g of softened butter, 200g of caster sugar and 1 teaspoon of vanilla 
extract in your bowl and beat together until smooth. 

3. Slowly beat in 4 medium eggs, one by one, then fold in 200g self-raising flour 
and mix well until light and fluffy. 

4. Divide the mix between the cake tins, place into the oven and bake for about 
20 mins until risen and golden brown check the cakes are ready by taking a 
knife or a metal skewer and poking the cake, if all comes out clean then your 
cakes are ready.  

5. Remove from the oven and allow to cool for 5 mins in the tin, before turning 
out onto a wire rack and cooling completely. 

6. Spread your jam and cream on each face of cake then sandwich them 
together and dust with icing sugar.  
 

~ ENJOY ~  
 
 
 *Always have adult supervision when using the oven 
*wash your hands regularly to prevent germs spreading  
 
Erika   



                           ~No Bake Nutella Bars~ 
 
Prep: 30 minutes 
 
 

You will need: 
 
120g butter 
½ cup milk (64g 
½ cup Nutella (64g 
2 cups caster sugar (256g 
2 ½ cups Rice Krispies (320g 
2 ½ cups rolled oats (320g 
1 tbsp vanilla extract/ essence 
2 tbsp cocoa, sifted 
Sprinkles (optional) 
 
Method: 
 
1. Line a slice pan with baking paper and put to the side for later. 
 
2. Using a large saucepan, melt the butter then add the sugar, cocoa and 
milk. Whisk together and bring to the boil for 1 minute. Then remove from 
the heat. 
 
3. Add the Nutella, vanilla, oats and Rice Krispies to the pan and combine 
well. 
 
4. Pour the mixture into the slice pan from earlier and flatten it out with a 
spatula or the back of a metal spoon. If you wanted, this is where you 
would add your sprinkles or chocolate chips. 
 
5. Place it in the fridge until it sets. This will take about 3 hours, or 
overnight. Cut into squares with a sharp knife, you might want an adult to 
help. 
 
6. ENJOY! 
 
Eva 


