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Principal’s Welcome

Welcome to our newsletter. This will now replace the ‘Letters from the Principal’ which you will 
have been receiving since I started in September and will be sent out every two weeks. 

We hope you like the format and find the information useful. If you would like us to include 
information about anything in particular, please do let us know by dropping us an email at 
comms@walkdenhigh.co.uk

Meet the Principal Evening
Many thanks to all the parents and carers from Year 8-10 who came along to hear me speak and 
answer questions last Monday night. It was really good to meet you and to hear how passionately 
you want to support your children in being the best they can. 
I will be offering further parent forums as we go through the year. I would like these to develop 
links between school and home and to ensure that you are able to share good ideas about devel-
oping various aspects of school life. 

Homework
One of our discussions on Monday night was homework. We have developed a new homework 
policy which, when ratified by the governors, will appear on the website. It is our view that home-
work plays an important role in developing our students’ knowledge, understanding and memory. 
Students in Year 7 and 8 should expect to receive homework at least once every two weeks in 
most of their subjects. Students completing GCSE’s should expect homework in most subjects 
each week. 
The tasks that are set should develop greater knowledge and understanding, along with better 
recall so that students can answer questions effectively and progress to more complex topics. 
We are working across the curriculum to ensure that this is being implemented fairly and 
consistently. 
We do not want students to be overwhelmed with 
homework, but part of being successful at the end of Year 
11, is about having developed good study skills. his is what 
we intend to support students with through the new policy.

May I wish you all a fantastic weekend.
Matt Hacker 



Year 10 Assembly 
with 

Figen Murray 

As part of their enrichment programme, Year 10 have been learning about peace and conflict. 
On 30th October 2019, as part of this programme, they have had the fantastic opportunity to 
meet peace promoter and campaigner Figen Murray.

Figen Murray is the mother of Martyn Hett, who was one of the victims of the Manchester Arena 
bombing.

In the assembly, Figen asked our students to think about how they could make a difference to 
the world. She spoke about how she forgave her son’s killer and about how we all needed to be 
nicer to each other and have more humanity in the world. She introduced the concept of a 
‘random act of kindness’ and how by doing just one nice thing each a day, we could make the 
world a better place.

Students then finished the assembly by writing down a random act of kindness that they were 
going to do. These slips will form a display at Co-op Academy Walkden, reminding our students 
to be themselves and show they care.

At the end of the assembly, two Year 10 students presented Figen with a bunch of flowers as a 
token of our appreciation.



Anti-Bullying Week 
at Walkden 

On 11th - 15th October 2019 we are supporting Anti-bulllying week. This awareness week is 
run in partnership with the Anti-bullying Allience and O2. 

The theme for this year is ‘Change starts with us’. Each of us has a responsibility to reduce 
bullying, whether it is physical, verbal or online. We have a duty to stop it, report it and care for 
the victim. By each of us making simple changes, it is hoped that we can break the cycle and 
give young people a safer environment.

We have many activities planned over the week. These include: 

Odd socks day - Tuesday 12th November 2019 - Wear odd socks to school to show we are 
all unique. Get a sticker to say thank you for your support. Want to get your socks on social 
media? If you do, you will get a wrist band to say thank you. 

Vote - Students will take part in a vote in form time. The vote is supported by ‘Votes For 
Schools’ and they will be asked - “Do you think you can reduce bullying in your school?’

Make a Pledge - On Friday dinner time, we will have a pledge stand in the Atrium. Students 
can come and make a pledge about how they will make a change. 

Anti bullying Pioneer Awards - We have been asking for you to nominate people who have 
already been pioneers in reducing bullying. All our nominees will receive an award. 



Back of the net for 
Year 11 Liam Spinks

The enthusiasm and talents our young people bring to the Academy is what makes our learning 
community vibrant. So, when we heard about Liam Spinks’ acheivements, we knew we had to 
tell you. 

In October 2019, Liam made his debut for the England Partially Sighted Futsal team.
Liam is currently in Year 11 and is one of the youngest players in the squad. 

Futsal is like Football but it is played on a hardcourt. It is mainly played indoors and the pitch is 
slightly smaller. There are only 5 players per side, plus a goal keeper, making Liam’s selection 
to the senior team even more incredible. 

It was a fabulous result for Liam’s first game too! The team beat Australia 9-0, with Liam himself 
scoring one of these goals.

Well done Liam. 



Cadets prepare to serve their 
community 

Most of us were probably tucked up in bed last 
Saturday trying to shut out the wind and rain, but 
not our cadets.

Gathering in the yard, they went through their drill 
pracitce, meticulously readying themselves to 
serve their community. 

CCF Contingent has been invited to attend the 
Remembrance parade in Walkden on Sunday 10th 
November 2019. The parade is organised by Walk-
den Legion.  

During the parade the cadets will march with
veterans and members of the public along the 
route.

They will march to St Paul’s Church where they 
will attend a church service and observe a two 
minute silence. 

After marching back to Walkden Legion, the 
Cadets have been invitated to stay for 
celebrations and entertainment.

On 11th November 2019, we will be holding our 
own rememberance serivce for all students. 

The 2 minute silence will come to an end with our 
poppy drop. Year 11 students and our Cadets will 
drop 100’s of poppies from the top floor. Each 
poppy will have a message written on by our stu-
dents. 



New clubs at Co-op Academy Walkden  

NBA Club 

Does your child love NBA? 

Do they want to find out more 
about the game? 

If so, tell them to to G2 Monday 
at dinner time. 

Watch NBA clips, discuss and 
analyse the game. See Mr Ward 
for more details. 

Geography club 

Does your child want to learn 
more about the world we live in?

Take part in competions and  
discover facts about places that 
are not covered in lesson?  

Would they like to be a 
Geography ambassador? 

Then G1 on a Tuesday dinner 
is the place for them. See Ms 
Lloyd for more details. 



Christmas Food Hamper 
Collection 

This year our  Community Action group  have organised a Christmas food drive.

The aim is to create as many food hampers as possible for those who need
our support This initiative allows us to come together and show the local community that we
care. 

We are asking for donations from parents,staff and students to help fill our hampers .

A complete hamper will contain one full Christmas dinner and will consist of the following:

Tin of soup;
Stuffing mixture;
Gravy granules;
Tinned vegetables;
Tinned meats;
Instant Mash potato or tinned potatoes;
Coffee, Tea, Hot chocolate or Condensed milk;
Condiments;
1 x gift.

Gifts could be:Cuddly toys, crayons and colouring book, chocolate (in date), Christmas crackers,
reading books, magazines, teenage gifts (e.g. toiletry gift sets, socks, t shirts, vouchers etc.

We ask that parents avoid donating any items such as refrigerated or frozen foods, foods
containing nuts, alcohol and or any electrical appliances

If you have a donation,please bring the item or items to the Discovery office in school.
Alternatively, students will be collecting items at form time from your form room.



Football teams strike success 

 It’s been a busy week in the PE department with great success for our Co-op 
Academy Walkden teams. 

On Monday, the Year 10B boys football team claimed a 4-1 victory over Harrop Fold. 
Being behind 1-0 at half time, a hat trick from Jake Kimmin’s saw our team walk away 
victorious. 

On Wedensday, the boys Under 16’s football team put in a sterling performance too in 
the third round of the Playstation School’s Cup. The Walkden team beat Neston High 
School 3-1, with Ben Topping scoring a hat trick. The Under 16’s team will now play 
either Harper Green School or Fazakerly High School. Good luck to them all! 

The girls football teams were successful in their matches too this week, winning both 
of their games with ease. The girl’s teams played Bridgewater High School on Mon-
day and St Ambrose Barlow on Wednesday. Some fantastic individual efforts were on 
display at both games. 

FInally, the Year 8B boys football team record their first victory of the 
season with a 7-2 win at All Hallows RC High School. 

Well done to all of our teams this week. 



           Our Community Action Group are working with the Walkden and Worsley Rotary Club to promote
  the ‘Wrap up Manchester’ Campaign. 

 The ‘Wrap up Warm Manchester’ Campaign aims to collect winter coats, gloves, jumpers and 
 any other items of clothing that could keep someone warm this winter. Items can be pre-worn but 
 must be of good quality. 

 The donations will be collected up and given out to 100’s of charities who help homeless and 
 vulnerable people across Manchester. This could be women and children in refuge centres, 
 the elderly or refugees. It was estimated that there were over 400 rough sleepers in the North 
 West, so your contribution could really help someone in need to stay warm. 

 Here at the Academy, we are collecting all your unwanted items and will pass these on to the 
 Walkden and Worsley Rotary Club for distribution. 

 Mrs Bentley (Expression zone) has put a big cardboard box in the Expression Zone Staff Area. 
 Please send in all your unwanted items before the weather turns even colder!

 

Wrap up Warm 
Rotary Club appeal



Stay in touch 

Follow us @WalkdenCoop 

walkden.coopacademies.co.uk 

0161 975 80000

comms@walkdenhigh.co.uk 


