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Principal’s Welcome 

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our latest newsletter.

As always, it’s great to see all the good things happening in the Academy. I’m really pleased to 
have an amazing Christmas card designed by one of our Year 7 students. This will now go into 
production - more details in the newsletter! Thank you to all the students who got involved and 
submitted a design. It was fun to see and judge them!

This newsletter comes at the end of another busy week in school; however, in very positive 
news, I am delighted to report a 70% drop in the number of confirmed Covid cases since last 
week. This is reassuring and gives us strong evidence that the measures we have in school to 
reduce risk are effective. Most importantly, it means that the vast majority of our students can 
continue attending school and learning face to face with their teachers.

I am always dismayed when we have to ask any students to isolate. I am aware that, currently, Year 9 
students are most adversely affected by this; however, we look forward to welcoming many of them back 
after their isolation period in the coming week.

We continue to see cases where students test positive, having experienced no symptoms. It’s important 
to remember that the virus can be spread just as easily even with no symptoms. That is why we need 
all students and staff to be vigilant at all times. Our students are generally brilliant at wearing their face 
coverings when moving around the building; however, the highest point of risk comes during social 
times. Students will often remove their masks to eat their snacks or lunch but forget to replace their 
masks after eating. The staff on duty relentlessly remind students to put their masks back on, but I would 
very much appreciate your support in promoting the importance of this at home. I’d also like to thank all 
parents and carers for their support in ensuring their child arrive to school with a mask every day.

One final Covid related point is that please can I urge all parents and carers to ensure that children are 
never sent into the Academy if there is a positive case in the home/bubble. We have experienced a small 
number of cases where a child has been sent in, even though someone at home has tested positive or 
developed symptoms. Anyone in the house must isolate for 14 days. Taking a Covid test during that time 
is of little value, in that if it is negative, the virus can still develop at any point during the 14 day period.



I would also like to acknowledge our attendance team's incredible work during these challenging times, 
in particular, Attendance Manager Mr Thomas, who has led his team brilliantly throughout.

Applications
I have received an update from Salford LA this week regarding applications to Co-op Academy 
Walkden for September 2021. I'm delighted to see that, for the first time since this school was 
built, our first choice applications have exceeded the number of places we have available by a 
significant margin. 

I am pleased with the progress we are making as an Academy and that we have much to build on and 
offer the community we serve for the future.

Standards
A huge thanks to all parents and carers for supporting the maintenance of high standards. 

I previously wrote about the need to improve the PE kit standards, and there has been a very 
marked change for the better this term. There have been no reports of students wearing their kit 
on the wrong days, and there has been a dramatic fall in the number of incidents of inappropri-
ate kit being worn.

We have, however, noticed an increase in unnecessary jewellery in school over the past few weeks.  Can I 
please remind you that the only item of jewellery allowed in the Academy is a single pair of gold or silver 
studs. Diamond (or other) earrings, multiple earrings, and rings are not welcome. Students should not 
wear them to school under any circumstances. Your support with this is appreciated.

Here at Walkden, we continue to strive every day to ‘Do What Matters Most’ and stay focused on 
our students receiving the best experience they can, regardless of the circumstances.

Anti-Bullying Week 
Next Week is National Anti Bullying Week. We will have dedicated assemblies and will be re-
peating last year’s Odd Socks Week. Please talk to your child on Sunday evening about the 
importance of being yourself and encourage them to join in. You can even post on social media, 
tagging us in and using the #AntiBullyingWeek so that we can retweet and share! 

Of course, tacking bullying is much more than a week of fun events. Like all schools, we experience fall 
outs that sometimes result in bullying. One of the most important ways that we show that we care is how 
we respond to these situations. To this end, we have set ourselves the challenge of achieving the Anti-
Bullying Quality Mark UK Bronze Award. 

The process is an extensive one and we are advised that it can take 18 months to reach this 
standard. However, this is what we have committed to do so that we can make sure that we are 
doing the best for our students. We will keep you updated with our progress towards achieving 
this standard in the coming months.

May I wish you and your families a great weekend.

Matt Hacker 



Remembrance Day 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

For the Fallen by Laurence Binyon 

In previous years, we have been able to celebrate Remembrance Day with a  whole school service led by 
our Combined Cadet Force. 

At the end of the service, students have dropped  paper poppies from the upper floors 
of the Academy building, showering the students, staff, and guests with these symbols of 
remembrance. 

The service allows students, staff, and guests to reflect on the sacrifices others had made for 
them in the past to ensure their futures. 

This year, we had to do things differenly, but we did not want the day to go by without us 
marking it ,and asking our students to reflect on why we have this important date in our 
calendars. 

Therefore, on the 11th November, students had a virtual remembrance service broadcast into their 
lessons by Mr Hacker. At the end of the service, the students observed the 2-minute silence. Year 7 
students also had a form time activity to complete. 

Mr Hacker said, “Our students repsonse to the service was outstanding. They showed that they 
cared by marking the event with respect.”

Last year, our Cadets helped to raise over £2000 for the British Legion's Poppy Appeal by 
helping to sell poppies in a local supermarket. This year, sadly, the Cadets could not get 
involved in this, but Chris Baxter, who organises the poppy sales for the British Legion in our 
community, wanted to pass on a huge thank you to all the Cadets for their efforts last year. 

If you want to donate some money this year to the British Legion in lieu of buying a poppy, it's 
not too late. You can follow the link to the official British Legion website here. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk


Governor Voice   

 

| Jane Burrows| Governor

I am delighted to introduce myself as a member of the board of governors at Co-op Academy 
Walkden. 

I became a governor when Walkden High School converted to be part of the Co-op Academies’ 
Trust. I’m a sponsor governor; this means that I work for the Co-op. I’m a proud Co-op 
colleague. I’ve worked there for 11 years. Most of my time in the Co-op has been in HR, as part 
of the recruitment team. I have been part of the resourcing leadership team for the last few 
years, and I’m currently on secondment in HR projects.

My one hope when the Co-op was looking to recruit new governors, back in 2018, was that I’d 
be able to join a school in Salford. I am from Salford. I grew up in Ordsall, and, in the past, I have 
lived and worked in Swinton. I have also worked in Walkden, so I was genuinely delighted to 
join the Co-op Academy Walkden team. 

The Co-op ‘Ways of Being’ are important to me, and I’m proud to be working for an 
organisation that focuses on how we do what we do, not just what we do.  I want to make sure 
that the Academy follows the ‘Ways of Being’ in all that they do.
 
I’m particularly proud to uphold ‘Being yourself always’.  Promoting this empowers colleagues 
to bring the best version of themselves to work. This creates not just a great place to work but 
impacts results. I’m keen to champion this in my governor role. 

The governing body recently participated in a virtual workshop with Mr Hacker and his 
leadership team. In this workshop, we were able to hear and see their plans for the coming year 
and beyond.  It was a great session.  We saw first-hand the passion, energy, and commitment 
there is across the leadership team. We also saw a real joined-up commitment to empowering 
students to achieve their best in a supportive and caring environment. Over the coming 
months, we’re building on that session to challenge and support Mr Hacker and his team, 
working together to achieve those goals.

I have two daughters still in education. My eldest is at university, and my youngest is in Year 9. 
As I am sure you are, I am anxious about what the coming months have in store. I’m sure I speak 
for all governors when I say that I hope all school staff, students, and families stay safe and well 
as we head into the winter months.  



Student Highlights 
Has your son/daughter achieved something or do you know alumni of Walkden High or Co-op 
Academy Walkden who have acheived something recently? Share our email or get in touch via 
walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk.

Kaan is a young man who has goals, and he knows how to achieve them.

For the past two years, Kaan has been a qualified FA referee. You can become an FA referee 
when you turn 14, and Kaan was keen to waste no time achieving his ambitions, qualifying days 
after his 14th birthday. 

Until his 16th birthday, Kaan had only been allowed to referee matches for a school year 
below or younger, and he has frequently provided his services as a referee for Co-op Academy 
Walkden matches. He had also regularly refereed at Manchester Utd and Manchester City 
Academy matches and continues to do this. 

Kaan was also selected to be part of a Professional Game Match Officials (PGMOL) initiative in 
January 2020. The PGMOL initiative has enabled Kaan to shadow a professional referee at a 
National EFL League match. Only four referees from the whole of the North West were selected. 
This shows the talent that Kaan has for refereeing, and we congratulate him on this. 

A couple of weeks ago, Kaan turned 16. One week after turning 16, he was an assistant referee 
for the Premier Manchester FA League at open age. This is a massive achievement for someone 
of just 16 years.

Kaan’s Mum wrote in her email to us, “Tom Elliott, who is in charge of Greater Manchester 
referees, advised Kaan to run the line for 12-15 matches before he takes charge in the middle. 
They usually advise to do a year on the line, as the step up from youths to open age is massive. 
As you can imagine, I am very proud of the hard work and commitment Kaan has shown”. 

 Last week, Kaan refereed his first Under 17’s match, and he really enjoyed it. He had a mentor 
watching with an assessor who has advised him that he should go for promotion to the next 
level of refereeing.” Well done, Kaan! We are super proud that you are being yourself always 
and doing what matters most to achieve your dreams and ambitions. You are a true pioneer. 

mailto:walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk


Staff Highlights 

| Mr Hurst | Maths Teacher

In the last newsletter, we featured Chloe and her Mum, who completed a virtual marathon 
to raise money for Meningitis Now, in memory of Chloe's niece, who sadly passed from 
Meningococcal B. At the end of the article, we mentioned that they were not the only members 
of our community to complete the virtual marathon. Mr Hurst, who is a maths teacher at Co-
op Academy Walkden, also completed the Virtual London Marathon earlier this month, raising 
£1,500 for the British Heart Foundation, and we wanted to give him a special mention too. 

Mr Hurst writes, "My friend Richard Hurst (no relation!), had to close his hospitality business due 
to the current situation, so I challenged him to run a marathon. He had only started running at 
the beginning of the year, so it was a challenge.  

I set out a training schedule for sixteen weeks, mentored him through the shorter runs, and 
ran with him on the longer runs. There were ups and downs, but Rick completed his first half 
marathon and 20 mile run during his training.

We had to enter four marathons, as the first three we entered were all cancelled. We finally 
got lucky with the Virtual London Marathon. On the day of the virtual marathon, friends and 
family helped as they provided refreshments along the way, along with pictures of the London 
landmarks we would have passed if we had done the actual run! We finished in 4 hours 51 
minutes and 57 seconds, with friends and family clapping us in, all socially distanced, of course". 

This was Mr Hurst's 20th marathon, but he notes his most significant achievement, as he was 
able to coach his best friend to achieve something he didn't think was possible. Next on Mr 
Hurst's list is to train with his niece, who wants to complete her first marathon. It will also be the 
first marathon for Mr Hurst after a significant birthday! We wish him, and his niece, the best of 
luck. 



Christmas Appeal 

| Mr Mangas | Assistant 
Principal - Participation and 
Engagment 

We all need a little help from time-to-time, and this is even more true for some Salford families 
this Christmas. 

Last year, we ran a fabulous Christmas Hamper campaign, where our staff, students, and parents 
brought in food items such as gravy, tinned vegetables, custard, and stuffing. These items all 
went to make Christmas dinner hampers that were distributed around Salford families in need. 
We wanted to make sure that everyone could tuck into a hearty Christmas lunch if they wanted 
to, and we certainly achieved this, giving out over 100 hampers full of food to families all over 
Salford. 

This year, unfortunately, we cannot have items being brought into the Academy. With Covid 
restrictions, it is just not safe. Our top priority must be to keep our immediate community as safe 
and well as we possibly can. We realise, though, how difficult this year has been for families in 
our community, and we still want to give back in whatever way we can. 

To this end, we will be setting up an Amazon Wishlist for our staff, students, parents, and 
community members to buy toys and gifts for children and young people who may not, 
otherwise, receive anything on Christmas morning. 

Buy an extra gift from our Amazon Wishlist 
Our Wishlist will have several items for boys and girls aged from 0 – 16 years old. Prices will 
range from a couple of pounds to £20. If you can afford to buy an extra gift or two for a child in 
need in our local area, we please ask you to do so. 

Once our Amazon Wishlist is ready, we will post the link on social media. 

The items bought from our Amazon Wishlist will be delivered to the Academy, wrapped, and 
then taken to the charity 'Little Hulton Big Local Christmas Toy Appeal’.  Families in need can be 
referred to this charity to receive gifts through their Toy Appeal. 

The Big Local supports some of the hardest hit families in the Walkden area and is a vital 
support service in our local community.



We will have a group of experts advise us on what to add to the Wishlist, so we know they are 
items that any young person would love to receive!  Groups of Year 7 – 11 students will be in-
vited to contribute ideas within the given price brackets. Their thoughts and insider knowledge 
will be invaluable in making sure each gift will fill a young person's heart with joy on Christmas 
morning. 

We thank everyone in advance for their purchases. We know as a community, we can make a 
big difference.  

Quid a Kid 
We are using Amazon as they are the safest and most convenient way to get the toys and gifts 
delivered to us during the continuing pandemic. Still, we are also aware that we need to support 
our local, independent businesses around Salford that are struggling at this time.  

We are also mindful that even a couple of pounds might be too much to spare, and we want 
everyone who wants to help to have the chance to contribute. Therefore, we are also running 
the ‘Quid a Kid’ campaign alongside our Amazon Wishlist.

The ‘Quid a Kid’ campaign will be run through form groups. Form tutors can ask their forms to 
either bring in or raise £1 per student, which can be used to buy toys and gifts for children and 
young people from local businesses. 

Again, these toys and gifts will be donated to ‘Little Hulton, Big Local’ to be distributed to 
Salford families.

The ‘Quid a Kid’ campaign will be launched in forms through an assembly, and form tutors will 
decide how they want to raise the money. We are looking forward to some creative ideas! 

Co-op Foodbank donations 
Mr Mangas, Assistant Principal – Participation and Engagement, has contacted our local Co-op 
store at Ellenbrook Road. They will set up a drop point where you can donate an item of food 
for families in need this season. 

You could donate some gravy, or a tin of custard, a packet of biscuits, or a tin of peas. Any 
donations will be gratefully received. 

These donations will be taken to a local foodbank where they will again be distributed to 
families in need around the local Salford area. 

Thank you
2020 has been an awful year. We know that, you know that. But, it has also been a year where 
communities have, more than ever, come together to support the most vulnerable. It’s a year 
where the values of showing you care and doing what matters most have been abundantly clear 
everywhere you turn. From checking in on elderly neighbours to clapping for Key workers in the 
NHS, we have faced the difficult year by coming together as a community. 

We thank everyone who contributes in any way to this last appeal by us at Co-op Academy 
Walkden in 2020. It’s what makes you special; it’s what makes our community special. Thank 
you. 



ICT student highlight
In each edition of the newsletter, we want to highlight the good work that students are doing 
throughout the Academy.  In each newsletter, we will pick a department to shine the light on. 
This time, we are looking at the best piece of work that has been completed in ICT this fortnight. 

The best piece of work that was created this fortnight in ICT was an animation. This was created 
by Dylan in Year 7.

We are studying animation, its origins, and journey to modern day digitally created animations. 

Students were given an introductory lesson for a new piece of software Pixilart.com and were 
asked to create a short animated gif of up to 5 seconds. 

Dylan started his animation in class and was enjoying using the software that much that he went 
home and completed the task. He emailed me back at 9pm the same night to show me his 
finished animation. 

Dylan has not only shown excellent effort and dedication to his studies but also great 
understanding of the software in such a short space of time, creating an effective and 
professional standard animated gif.

Well done Dylan! 

| Mrs Moir | Head of ICT and 
Computer Science 



Anti-Bullying Week  

Next week, is Anti-Bullying week. Between Monday 16th to Friday 20th November 2020, the 
Anti-Bullying Alliance is aiming to highlight the dangers of bullying and encourage students 
to stand up to, and report bullying. Here at Co-op Academy Walkden, we are supporting their 
campaign for the second year. 

Last year, alongside other activities, we were able to run a stall at dinnertime, in the atrium. 
Students were able to come and find advice about bullying, take part in competitions, and 
pledge their commitment to anti-bullying activities. Unfortunately, this year, we cannot do this; 
however, we are aiming to run other activities. 

This year’s theme is United Against Bullying. Students will have an introduction to Anti-Bullying 
Week in their forms. They will take part in a discussion about bullying, where they will consider 
what bullying is and how bullies operate. They will look at how gangs are formed to protect the 
bully and how they can make a difference by showing that they care by speaking up. They will 
watch a film that has been produced by the Anti-Bullying Alliance too. The film can be found 
here.  

Throughout the week, we are also asking students to wear odd socks to show they are not afraid 
to stand out from the crowd and stand up to bullying.  We did our first odd socks day last year 
and we had lots of students taking part! It was great to see the array of colourful odd socks and 
it showed that our students were not afraid to be themselves always and do what matters most.

Last year, we took photos of the students as they arrived at the Academy and gave out stickers 
and wristbands to thank them for their participation. Unfortunately, due to restrictions this year, 
we cannot do this, but we would still love to see their socks!  If your son/daughter does choose 
to wear odd socks during Anti-Bullying Week, we want you to share it! Take a picture and put it 
on social media, tagging us in @WalkdenCoop so that we can see them too! We will try to add 
pictures of our community wearing odd socks to our social media throughout the week too. 

We are also asking you to nominate your Anti-Bullying Superheroes. Do you know a student, 
a member of staff or a member of our community who did what mattered most when faced 
with bullying or a bully? We want you to nominate them for our Anti-Bullying Superhero Award. 
Our superheroes will receive a certificate as a way of us saying ‘THANK YOU’ for doing what 
matters most and showing that they care. Three lucky superheroes will also win a prize!  These 
superheroes will be chosen by Mr Corbett, so make sure you tell us why you are nominating this 
person. You can find the form to nominate an Anti-Bullying Superhero here.

https://youtu.be/DOeRmP3XRHg
https://youtu.be/DOeRmP3XRHg
https://forms.gle/drujdHn9e5cL7SDF8


Christmas Card Challenge  

Over the last month, we have been running a competition for Walkden students to design our 
community Christmas card. We have been thrilled to receive some high-quality entries to the 
design competition, some of which can be seen below. 

We are even more thrilled to announce the winner of our  Christmas Card Challenge! 

Sophia’s card was selected as the winner. Sophia’s design is the one in the bottom right hand 
corner. Mr Hacker said, “Sophia’s card represents us brilliantly - it’s bright and colourful, and it 
gives everyone a bit of festive cheer right now”. 

Well done Sophia! Your design will now be turned into our Walkden Christmas card for 2020. 
This will be sent to local community members and our business partners. 



Headspace   

Last October, a member of staff set up and subscribed to an app to aid the mental well-being of 
staff and students.  That app was Headspace. Having suffered from depression themselves, they 
knew how powerful Headspace could be as a tool to help those finding themselves in difficult 
situations.

The Headspace app was launched in 2010, with a mission to improve the world's happiness 
and health. The free app can be downloaded to a mobile phone. The app then offers a series of 
meditations that can be immediately accessed anywhere 24/7, so it's there for when you need 
it. The basic meditations can be accessed while you are on the bus, in your house, or a quiet 
space. Simply plug in a pair of headphones to block out everything else! 

The Headspace app covers the basics in a series of starter meditations to help participants get 
to grips with the technique of mediation. It then moves on to a more tailored courses to help 
people cope with anxiety and other stressful situations.

In its first year of subscription at Co-op Academy Walkden, the app has been used over 770 
times for a total of 6556 minutes, which is over a week's solid listening.

And, it's good news for the future of Headspace at Co-op Academy Walkden! Funding has once 
again been secured by the member of staff, which means that Headspace will be available to 
staff and students for the next 6 years. The links to the Headspace app can be found here and 
the login details for the Co-op Academy Walkden account are: 

Username:
Headspace@walkdenhigh.co.uk

Password:
Meditate1!

We thank the member of staff who has worked hard to set this up and secure the funding. It 
really shows that you care for our community. Thank you. 

https://www.headspace.com/login


Media Focus  

| Mrs Venables | Head 
of Faculty - Media and 
Expressive Arts. 

As we near the end of a challenging 2020 many of us will be looking for a form of escapism. It 
isn't any wonder then that the popularity of nostalgic TV series is on the rise. They remind us of 
better and simpler times. A perfect example of this is the Netflix martial arts drama Cobra Kai. 
Inspired by the iconic 1980's Karate Kid films, the series maintains the eighties aesthetic and 
soundtrack but picks up the lives of the two main characters Daniel Larusso & amp; Johnny 
Lawrence, over thirty years later. However, this time it is very much Johnny Lawrence's story. In 
the original 1984 film, he is portrayed as the privileged bully who Daniel beats with a match-
winning crane kick in the final of the All Valley Karate Championship. It turns out that life wasn't 
that perfect for Johnny, and we see that he is now an impecunious loner. 
 
Apart from being an entertaining opportunity for adults to reminisce about a celebrated movie 
from their youth and share it will their children, what can we learn from Cobra Kai? Despite 
seeming light-hearted, the series addresses many issues pertinent to current society that affect 
our young people, such as gender politics, social inequality, cyber-bullying, family relations, and 
what different generations can learn from each other. Ultimately, Cobra Kai is about redemption, 
belonging, and community as the audience watches Johnny Lawrence begin to transform his 
life and the lives of his misfit karate students by teaching them to take control and find balance 
in an uncertain world. 

Cobra Kai is undoubtedly a programme that lots of my students have been talking to me about 
and here's what some of them had to say about it: 
 
"I loved the cliff hanger at the end of the series, and I enjoyed watching it with my parents." 
– Sam
 
"The fight scenes and martial arts are the thing I like most about Cobra Kai." – Samantha.
 
"The storylines about the rivalry between Johnny and Daniel's dojos are really good. I like how 
Johnny is an anti-hero." – George.
 
"Cobra Kai shows a wide representation of young people and lots of issues that they go 
through." - Jessica. 
 



Teaching and Learning      

Rachel Ball | Assistant 
Principal: Teaching and 
Learning 

Before we broke up for half term, the staff took part in a short training session on Literacy. 
In this edition of the newsletter, I thought it was worth sharing one of the key messages that 
was focused on in the training – vocabulary development - as this has had a massive effect on 
teaching and learning in all subjects.

Vocabulary development is hugely important to students. By developing their vocabulary, they 
can build their writing maturity and craft a more precise and concise way of communicating.  
Through vocabulary development, they can also easily access exam papers and fully 
understand what is being asked of them. Vocabulary is divided into tiers like this:



Teachers help students learn and understand Tier 3 words in particular, by teaching them 
explicitly and repeatedly. Staff may use Frayer models like the one below to help students 
acquire Tier 3 language. We also introduce the word's etymology to students (the root and 
where it comes from) and repeatedly quiz students on these words to help embed them in long-
term memory.

At home, you can help your child to develop their vocabulary by:

•Asking your child about the Tier 3 vocabulary, they have learnt in their subjects
•Checking the meaning of Tier 3 vocabulary has been understood
•Quizzing your child on Tier 3 words. You may like to use the knowledge organisers to help you 
to do this. 
•Exploring the etymology of words regularly with your child.

If you have any further questions, please don't hesitate to contact me at rachel.ball@
coopacademies.co.uk.



Careers Focus       

| Ms Loughnan | Careers 
Officer 

Introducing our new Careers Resource, Xello, that parents can use at home with students online.  
Xello will be used to communicate with students regarding anything career-related. This could 
include applying for college or an apprenticeship. It also includes work experience or industry 
related activities.  
 
Xello has already been a big success at Co-op Academy Walkden. One Year 11 student 
expressed an interest in welding careers. Through Xello, we have now put him in touch with a 
local company that recruits apprentices in this area.  
 
For younger students, Xello will be used to track their career interests. This will enable us 
to target particular industries or invite interested students to listen to employer talks and 
participate in work-related activities. 
 
All students can access Xello through their dashboard when logging into their school Google 
account.

With Xello, you’ll be able to: 
 
*Personalise your career profile 
*Use the ‘Career Matchmaker Tool’ to help you find your perfect career 
*Create your own ‘Careers Storyboard’  
*Upload your achievements, hobbies, skills, and qualities 
*Explore College, University, and Apprenticeship options 
*Find out how much you can earn 
*Set Goals and create Action Plans. 
 
We look forward to working together with you and your child to offer them career and industry 
insights based on their interests and aptitude.

https://cascaid.co.uk/xello/
https://cascaid.co.uk/xello/
https://cascaid.co.uk/xello/
https://cascaid.co.uk/xello/
https://cascaid.co.uk/xello/


Literacy Corner  

| Miss Kane | English Teacher 
- Catch Up and Enrichment 

Book of the fortnight

This fortnight, we celebrated bonfire night. So, the books that 
we are recommending are all bonfire night related. There are 
three books that we recommend you take a look at: 

Remember, Remember the Fifth of November by James 
Sharpe

God’s Secret Agent by Alice Hogge 

Gunpowder: The Players behind the Plot by James Travers 

Word of the week 

Another week – another word. Last week, our word of the 
week was

Intermediary - A person who acts as a link between people in 
order to try and bring about an agreement. 

This week, our word of the week is

Juanty - carefree; jolly.

Why not try it out this week? 

Challenge your family – who can create the best sentence that 
includes this word? 

How many times can you use it in your everyday vocabulary? 



Attendance Matters 

| Mr Thomas | Attendance 
Manager

Unless we are told in advance of an absence, we expect every student to attend the Academy 
every day.

We always ask that parents contact us before 08:30am to report an absence. This should 
preferably be via the absence tab on My Ed or by calling the absence line on 0161 850 1625. 
Please select option 1 when prompted. You can also use these facilities to report a student 
being late for school.

The information that you give us through reporting an absence is directly transferred to the 
register. We use a series of letters provided to us by the DFE to code your child’s absence. 
The register is in itself a legal document that must be retained for years. The information you 
provide helps us accurately code the register and therefore maintain accurate accounts of your 
child’s attendance. 

If we do not hear from you, we are unable to code the register accurately. We are also unable 
to authorise the absence. Unauthorised absences can reflect poorly on a student’s overall 
attendance record.

Additionally, if we do not hear from you, this also creates a safeguarding concern. In the first 
instance, we will ring you to ensure that you know your child is not in school. We want to 
understand the reason for absence and make sure that you know that your child is safe. If we are 
unable to contact you, our Attendance Officer may call at your home. 

We also visit students who have been absent from school for three days or more due to illness 
(non-COVID). The purpose of our visit is to offer support and guidance. We will also ensure that 
you have access to remote learning and answer any questions you may have.

Please ensure that you always contact us at the start of every day that your child is absent to 
ensure that the register is an accurate representation of your child’s attendance and so that we 
know that your child is safe.



Breakfast and Book Club 

| Mr Lamara | Year 7 Progress 
Leader and Teacher of 
Science 

The morning rush to leave the house is often the most 
stressful part of the day. Making sure your children are up, 
washed, dressed, and have had a decent breakfast can 
be an uphill struggle. In addition, if you're trying to get to 
work yourself, it can be even more fraught! 

However, according to new research from Kellogg's, 
families who send their children to a before-school 
breakfast club are some of the calmest and least stressed. 
It shows that parents whose children go to these clubs are 
less likely to feel tired and overwrought in the mornings, 
and their children benefit, too.

With this in mind, Co-op Academy Walkden has created 
our Breakfast and Book Club with the main purpose of 
providing a safe, secure environment before school, where 
our students can have a nutritious breakfast with their 
friends and read an engaging book.

We provide free breakfast bars and juice or water to all 
students who attend the Breakfast and Book Club. A 
wide selection of books are also offered to the students 
to encourage them to have a calm, settled start to the 
morning. There are a wide range of benefits to reading 
that can help our students make significant progress in all 
aspects of school life. Some of these are: 

• Mental stimulation
• Stress reduction
• Knowledge development 
• Vocabulary expansion
• Memory improvement
• Stronger analytical thinking skills
• Improved focus and concentration
• Better writing skills

Breakfast and Book Club is open to any Year 7 student that 
is interested.

The club starts at 8 am and finishes at 8:15 am every school 
day.  Any Year 7 student interested in joining the club 
should contact Mr Lamara. 



Meet our new School 
Engagment Officers 

PC Helen Tyrer and PCSO Nicola Hilton recently joined Co-op Academy Walkden as School 
Engagement Officers. Working alongside them are PC Catherine Mangnall and PCSO Dave 
Hartley in Salford West. The School Engagement Officers will be covering six schools in total 
across Salford.

The School Engagement Officers have already introduced themselves to the students through a 
virtual assembly, so we wanted to introduce them to parents/carers too. 

Both Helen and Nicola are experienced neighbourhood policing officers and have worked 
within the Salford Division for over ten years. During this time, they have covered various 
primary and secondary schools. Also, they are both parents to children ranging from two 
to twenty years old. They, therefore, bring a wealth of experience to their role within Co-op 
Academy Walkden.
 
The School engagement officer role aims to: 

• Work closely with school leadership teams and behavioural and safeguarding leads
• Participate in a range of high visibility activities concerning such issues as youth violence, 

knife crime, safeguarding, and gang activity while providing a visible presence in the school
• Engage with young people building relationships and trust between students and the Police
• Work with schools’ Complex Safeguarding Team and local Neighbourhood Policing Teams
• Provide pre-exclusion and intervention, coordinating and delivering relevant group session 

work and presentations to students 
• Liaise with student bodies to ensure consultation with young people.

Nicola wrote in an email to us, “I would like to say how much Helen and I are looking forward 
to building relationships with staff and students and working closely with Co-op Academy 
Walkden in the future”. Thank you, Nicola. We look forward to having the support of you and 
Helen too. 



Online Safety 

During the lockdown, more time has been spent indoors. This has meant that our children and 
young people have spent more time online.
 
Children and young people have instant and unfiltered access to the internet on their mobile 
phones. An abundance of information is available at the touch of a button or the swipe of a 
finger. 
 
In our first series of well-being and safety tips, we would like to focus on online safety. 
 
There are several websites that can help parents and carers to better understand how to keep 
their child safe. We have listed just a few below:
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/14plus/ 
https://www.safewise.com/resources/internet-safety-for-teens/ 
 
Social media is also very popular with young people. Social media also moves exceptionally 
quickly, and new apps are available to download for free by young people without us being 
fully aware of the content they are accessing.
 
Young people think that only dinosaurs use Facebook, and even Insta is old hat! Tik Tok is 
gaining popularity, but anyone over the age of 25 probably hasn't investigated this app's 
content very closely.

Here are a few links to help you, as parents and carers, to get to know the Tik Tok app better and 
keep your child safer:
 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-tiktok 
https://kinzoo.com/blog/child-safety-online/7-tiktok-safety-tips-every-parent-should-know/ 
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/tiktok/
 
Tik Tok is not the only app that your child can download for free, and while games and 
other apps can look perfectly innocent, some apps are not. Take a look at this article in the 
Birmingham Mail, which outlines 15 apps you should be aware of as a parent/carer. 

As always, if you are concerned, please do not hesitate to get in touch with our safeguarding 
team at school. Their contact details can be found on our safeguarding website or if you feel 
your child is in danger, please do not hesitate to contact the police on 101 or 999. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/14plus/ 
https://www.safewise.com/resources/internet-safety-for-teens/ 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-tiktok 
https://kinzoo.com/blog/child-safety-online/7-tiktok-safety-tips-every-parent-should-know/ 
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/tiktok/ 
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/15-apps-your-childs-smartphone-17499686

https://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/safeguarding-staff/,
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