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Principal’s Welcome 

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the Newsletter - it's the first one this term, so it's packed full of information that I 
hope you'll find useful and interesting.

I simply can't thank you enough for your incredible efforts to support and encourage your 
children with their remote learning. Every day, we are so impressed with the work so many of 
our students are producing and how they have responded to the feedback from their teachers. 
It has also been brilliant to see the children interacting with their teachers, either during form 
time every morning or during live-streamed parts of many lessons. 

We have been particularly impressed with the way our Year 11 students have risen to the 
challenge of their key assessments. We're already seeing some great learning from the time 
they have been away from the Academy. I think we all have to agree that remote learning is 
never going to be a real substitute for being in the Academy, and we're hoping that we might 
be able to have students back in the building by the 8th of March if it is safe to do so. I guess we 
will have to wait a little longer to find out whether it really will be possible! 

Remote learning survey and review

A huge thanks to all the parents and carers who filled in the survey. This, along with the student 
and staff surveys, have provided us with some essential feedback on our provision and how we 
might improve. You will find a detailed breakdown of the survey results in the Newsletter. 

Information from the surveys was also shared during our external review of remote learning last 
week. Initial feedback from that review has been shared with me, and some really strong areas 
of good practice identified, to the extent that other schools have been signposted to us for 
advice on aspects of remote learning. 

Our support for families without adequate devices or WiFi, along with our blended approach 
to online lessons, were considered to be strengths that support teaching and learning for the 
majority of students in these difficult circumstances. 

We have areas to consider developing further, one example being to consider personal 
development during the partial school closures. We have plans for a fun and interactive project 



that gets our students to think differently and promotes our core values and Ways of Being. I will 
communicate how our 'Walkden Ways of Being Challenge' will work in a separate letter in due 
course. 

Lateral Flow Testing

The guidance on Covid-19 Lateral Flow Tests in schools has changed over the past couple of 
weeks. The latest guidance confirms that students should only be tested when they first return 
to the Academy and not on an on-going basis. For this reason, we have now stopped testing the 
critical worker and vulnerable students who are with us in the Academy and are only testing staff 
who are on-site regularly.

When schools eventually re-open, there may be further changes to the guidance, so I will 
update you on that nearer the time.

Class Charts

Communication is really important, particularly whilst we are remote learning. However, we 
appreciate that, with many families working from home and struggling with other family 
commitments, multiple phone calls and emails may not be ideal for busy households.

For this reason, we have invested in Class Charts Messaging. This is a service that works within 
the Class Charts app that enables teachers to communicate quickly with parents and students. 
If a teacher sends you a message, click on the notification, and it will take you straight to their 
message. This will be an open chat so that you can reply or ask any questions that you may have.

Please check your Class Charts Messaging to see if you already have anything in your Inbox.
 
If you are not yet on Class Charts, we strongly recommend that you download the app, which 
is free to use. If you need help getting started, just contact the Academy and ask for someone 
from the Home Learning Team.

Official Academy communications such as letters, important announcements, and progress 
reports will always go through MyEd. In an ideal world, we would like just one app that does 
everything we'd like, however at the moment; it's not possible.

Year 9 Options

The Year 9 Options process closed yesterday, and I would like to thank parents and carers for 
submitting the forms by the deadline. We're grateful for the time and energy you have spent 
considering these important choices and the dialogue you have had with us in reaching the 
right decisions. 

In all, we have had 128 individual conversations with families who requested further clarity, and 
we now start the process of mapping the choices for all 300 students. As we have said from 
the outset, we can never guarantee first choices; however, we will always endeavour to honour 
them. 

We expect to have finalised the process by the end of March, at which point we will 
communicate all final options to all Year 9 students and families.



Quality in Careers

At the end of Autumn Term, we underwent an assessment for the 'Quality in Careers Standard'. 
This was a full day spent with an assessor reviewing and scrutinising our offer and the extent 
to which we meet the 8 Gatsby Benchmarks. You can find information about the Gatsby 
Benchmarks here.

We recently received confirmation that Co-op Academy Walkden has been assessed as:

"Fully meeting all the accreditation criteria incorporating the Gatsby Benchmarks" for the 
national quality award for its careers education, information, advice, and guidance provision.

We're proud to have achieved this award. I must pay tribute to the work of Assistant Principal 
Mr Mangas for leading our provision and our Heads of Department. They have focused on 
integrating careers into their newly developed curriculum plans. All of this will undoubtedly 
help our children in the educational journey through the Academy and their futures in the world 
of work.

I hope you enjoy this newsletter's contents, and I leave you with best wishes for the weekend 
ahead.

Matt Hacker



Remote Learning Survey 

85% of parents 
and carers told us 
that their child had 
sole use of laptops, 
Chromebooks, or 

desktop computers. 

This still leaves about 220 students who don’t, but with the 
purchase of some more Chromebooks, we’re hoping to 
plug some more of those gaps. You told us that most of our 
students have shared use of a suitable device, which means 
almost everyone can access our remote learning provision.

67% of parents agreed 
or strongly agreed that 
their child was coping 

well with remote 
learning, while 22% 

were neutral.

It was clear for those who disagreed or strongly disagreed 
(11%) that the reasons were varied, but in any case, we are 
working with each to support them in the best way we can.

86% agreed or 
strongly agreed that 
registration each day 
had helped structure 

the day.

The students also liked the fact that registration had also 
allowed them to keep links with their form tutor. 



70% of parents felt the 
amount of work their 
child was expected to 
prodUce and submit 

was about right.

22% of parents felt it was too much and 8% of parents felt it 
was too little. 

It’s interesting that in contrast, 51% of students felt the 
amount of work was about right and 49% felt it was too 
much! 

It’s tricky to get the balance right, but we have shared this 
with staff to try and fine tune what they are delivering.

57% of parents felt 
that the amount of 

feedback was about 
right.

31% felt it was too little. 76% of students told us that they 
had received feedback at least weekly. 

It’s really important to note that just like in school, detailed 
feedback is not given on every piece of work. 

For more information about feedback and remote learning, 
please do see our website here.

70% of parents felt that 
having a live video element 

to most lessons 
was important.

68% of students agreed that either recorded or a blend of 
recorded and live video works the best. 

Over the past 2-3 weeks, many teachers have integrated live 
Google Meet’s into their lessons and students will receive 
the links to those through Google Classroom. Please do 
encourage your children to participate - it’s a great way for 
them to interact with their teacher and to ask and answer 
questions about their learning. 

Of course students need to remember to act with courtesy 
and respect at all times and further details of our expecta-
tions of conduct online can be found in our remote learning 
document here.

https://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/remote-learning/
https://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/remote-learning/


Governor Voice   

 

| Angela Carr | Governor

My name is Angela Carr, and I have been a Governor at the school for four years.  
 
I began as a Parent Governor just after my son had left the school and my daughter had just 
joined in Year 7. On conversion to a Co-op Academy, I became a co-opted Governor. 
 
I decided to apply to be a Governor as I had seen many changes in the school during my son’s 
five years and wanted to support and challenge the school in its ambition to become a good 
and hopefully outstanding school in the near future. 
 
I am Chair of the Finance Committee and was elected to this role based on my previous 
experience as the Head of Schools Finance in a neighbouring local authority. I am a qualified 
accountant and now teach Accountancy at Salford City College, where I have had the pleasure 
of teaching several former pupils from Walkden. 
 
 There have been many changes during my time as a Governor, and the move to becoming part 
of the Co-op multi academy trust was most definitely the right thing to do.  The Co-op’s support 
during the transition and their ongoing support, both in leadership and governance, has been 
fabulous. 
 
As a member of the Finance Committee, it is my role to ensure that the school’s money is spent 
effectively to meet all students’ needs as detailed in the School Improvement Plan. The recent 
replacement of stools for new chairs in Science is one example of this.  
 
The current situation in school has been a challenge for all, and I think Mr Hacker, all staff, and 
students have been amazing in managing and adapting to the changes this has brought.  
 
In 2021 let’s hope that we can start to experience some normality and all of our pupils can enjoy 
the wonderful facilities that the whole school offers.



It’s what we do... 
Our community is very important to us at Co-op Academy 
Walkden, and we can always rely on your support when we 
ask for it. You have supported us in so many ways over the 
past few years, from helping your child get the very best 
from their learning to your generous donations to our char-
ity appeals. But, community is about working together to 
support each other towards success, and we are more than 
happy when we, as a school, can do what matters most and 
show that we care about our community when they need it. 
 
This past year has been tough on our community. Individu-
als have faced unprecedented challenges, which, for some 
families, has lead to them needing help. Over the past 
year, trips to food banks in the UK have risen by 61%, with 
the Trussell Trust giving out, on average, six food parcels a 
minute. In a report from the Trussell Trust, they said, “During 
the start of the pandemic, around half of people who used 
a food bank had never needed one before. Families with 
children have been hardest hit”.   
 
Here at Co-op Academy Walkden, we would never want 
to see a family go hungry or a child’s learning and devel-
opment suffer through lack of food. So, over the past two 
weeks, Mrs Earley, Assistant Head of Progress, has been 
co-ordinating a food collection for some of our hardest-hit 
families.  
 
Mrs Earley said, “I was so grateful for the response we got 
last year when we appealed to the community for help with 
prom dresses and prom outfits. Lots of people took the time 
to show that they cared for our students. It’s only right, and 
fair, that we give back, as a staff body, to our families when 
they need it.”  
 
Last week, Mrs Earley sent an email around, asking staff 
to donate food so that food hampers could be made and 
taken to families in need, and the response has been over-
whelming. Ten parcels have already been distributed, and 
another 18 are waiting to go out.  
Mrs Earley said, “I want to thank our staff, who are incredi-
ble. They have been dropping off bags of food at the Acad-
emy when they have been coming in to cover the critical/
vulnerable rota. It’s a tough time for them too. However, 
they are still doing what matters most, caring for our com-
munity. Their generosity has been amazing, and the families 
that have received the food hampers, to date, have been 
really appreciative of their efforts. It’s just one less thing for 
them to worry about”.



Student Work Highlight 
Our Science teacher, Mrs Hayton, sent us some pictures 
of home experiments that our students have been taking 
part in. She said, “Last week, in our Year 7 science lessons, 
students learnt all about chromatography. Lots of students 
completed their own “kitchen science” experiments with 
chromatography. It was fantastic to see the results.”

Determined that 2021 would be remembered for the right 
reasons, the Inclusion Centre students have been embarking 
on an exciting project. 

They have been filling and burying a time capsule in the 
grounds of Co-op Academy Walkden. The time capsule will 
remain buried for 10 years, being opened by future students 
in 2031. 

An amazingly creative and exciting project! Well done all! 

James, in Year 7, baked an apple sponge with his Mum for 
their dinner. 

James made the sponge before school, logging on and 
doing all of his school work after his stint in the kitchen. 

Well done James, it looks yummy, perfect for these wintery 
dinners. 

Olivia in Year 8 impressed her English teacher with an 
excellent story this half term. Mrs Reynolds sent us Olivia’s 
story, which was based around the White Lady of Ordsall 
Hall. 

Miss Hobson also sent in some praise for some excellent 
English work. Miss Hobson said that Rose and Jacob in 7E3 
and Grace in 9R2 have all completed some fantastic work, 
“Rose’s work is a brilliant piece of creative writing. Jacob 
really impressed me with his use of vocabulary too! Well 
done to both Year 7 students for their hard work. Grace, who 
is in Year 9, blew me away with her Gothic Horror inspired 
creative piece. Amazing work from all three of my students!” 



Mrs McGowan and Mrs Dunphy sent through some excellent 
examples of Year 7 work. 

The Year 7’s have been undertaking colour work fruit studies. 

Well done to all of the Year 7 students for their wonderful work! 

We really are impressed.

Our students never fail to amaze us with their cooking skills! 

Ellie, in Year 10, has produced a wonderful tribute to the NHS as 
part of her GCSE course. 

Ellie was asked to create a nutritious platter, which showed off a 
number of her skills. 

Taking the NHS rainbow theme, Ellie has created clouds using 
prawns, seafood sauce, bread, and a rainbow, using different 
fruit varieties. What a delicious meal! 

Mr Doel, PE teacher, sent us some work from Harrison in Year 
9. Mr Doel was particularly impressed that Harrison had made 
his own FUT card after completing home workouts. Well done, 
Harrison.  
 
Mrs Hughes, PE/Dance Teacher, sent through lots of 
congratulations too. She said, “Anar, in Year 7, has been doing 
above and beyond in his literacy lessons, completing more 
lessons than I set. 
 
I set a piece of research to help the Year 10 girls with their 
choreography task. Within the hour, Ella came back with a two 
dance ideas, what music she would choose, and movement 
ideas. I was so impressed.” 

Joel, in Year 9, has cooked two dishes based on the theme 
of Italy. Mrs Kettle, Food Technology teacher, said, “I am 
really impressed with Joel’s amazing presentation and use of 
ingredients. It looks delicious.” We are really impressed too, 
Joel, and hungry! 



Roksana, Year 7, and her Mum made this amazing vanilla and 
chocolate cake with raspberries in jelly! 

Roksana’s Mum emailed us to say that they had made it for 
Roksana’s grandparents to enjoy and that it was low in sugar, as 
well as being yummy! 

We think it looks delicious! We hope that they enjoyed it. 

Mrs Bentley, Drama teacher, sent us some work from one of her 
Year 9 students, Hannah.  
 
In Drama, Year 9 have been studying ‘Blood Brothers’ by Willy 
Russell, and Mrs Bentley set a research task based around the 
text.  
 
Mrs Bentley said of Hannah’s work, “What she has produced is 
fantastic! I am beyond delighted with it.”  
 
Well done, Hannah!

Miss Taylor, Maths teacher, sent us some home learning that 
she was particularly impressed with. The work was from Eva in 
Year 9.  
 
Miss Taylor said, “I set Eva work on number, in particular surds. 
Her work was good because it was really clear, well thought 
out, and she has shown her understanding of the topic.” 
 
Well done, Eva.

Mrs Dunphy also sent through an excellent picture drawn by a 
Year 11 student, Libby. 

Mrs Dunphy said, “This is an idea for a final piece for the 
Personal Project that Year 11 students are working on currently. 

The image is so impressive because of the striking resemblance 
to the character/actor Cillian Murphy. 

Well done, Libby! A super piece of work to add to your GCSE 
portfolio.”



Mrs Bentley, Head of Creative, has started a virtual cooking 
club! Mrs Bentley usually runs a cooking club after school 
when we are all in, and it’s great to see our students involved 
in some extra-curricular cooking.  
 
This week, Mrs Bentley set the challenge of sticky toffee 
pudding with a rich toffee sauce!   
 
As you can see, our students didn’t disappoint us, or their 
families’ taste buds!  
 
Well done to you all! We can’t wait to see pictures of your next 
challenges - Chilli Con Carne.

Our creative students have also been taking part in a DT 
challenge, as part of their lessons on Google Classroom, set 
by Mrs Quinn.  
 
In partnership with Cover People Ltd, students were asked to 
design a poster that showed what remote learning meant to 
them.  
 
The designs were then submitted to the Cover People 
Ltd. competition on Facebook. Unfortunately, none of our 
students won, but we are really proud of their hard work and 
imaginative designs. 

Well done to all of the students who entered the competition.

Evie, in Year 7, has been making blueberry muffins this week.  
 
Her mum sent us a picture via Facebook of the muffins as she 
wanted us to share how proud she was of Evie’s achievement.  
 
Evie is now going to bake a lemon drizzle cake for her 
Grandad’s birthday.  
 
Well done, Evie! We are sure your Grandad will enjoy his cake!

Mr Wood sent us some colouring in that the Year 8 students, 
who are currently in the Academy, had done in their spare time. 

An incredible show of colour to brighten up the Academy at 
this time.  



Staff Highlight 
We have a new Head of Year 9 starting at Co-op Academy 
Walkden, and we are thrilled to welcome her to our team.  
 
Miss Hamilton is an ex-Walkden High School student and an 
experienced Head of Year. We are sure she will do an excellent 
job and really make a difference with Year 9.  
 
Here is an introduction from Miss Hamilton:  
 
“I am incredibly excited to return to Co-op Academy Walkden, 
this time as a Head of Year instead of a student. 
 
I have been fortunate enough to work with young people in 
education for the last 15 years and have spent the last four 
years as a Head of Year for Bolton LA.  
 
I am passionate about helping students to access education 
and receive quality pastoral support. I believe that the key to a 
student’s success is good communication between school and 
home. As such, I am looking forward to building positive rela-
tionships, whether that be virtually or in person.  
 
Year 9, I look forward to meeting you as soon as is possible 
to begin our journey together at Co-op Academy Walkden. 
Together we will do what matters most, be ourselves, always, 
show we care, and we will succeed together.”  
 

We have had a number of new staff join us since we started 
back in the new year. As well as Miss Hamilton, we would like 
to welcome these new members of staff to the team:

Caitlin Finley - Cover Supervisor
David McMannus - Geography Teacher (maternity cover)
Charlotte Gaynor - English Teacher (maternity cover)
Vicky Fletcher - Student Welfare Administrator 
(maternity cover)
Mehak Raja - Science Teacher
Leonie Cunningham - Teaching Assistant
Rashid Murphy - SSI & Student Leadership Coordinator 
Michelle Hamilton - Head of Year 9 
Rachael Sneddon - Teaching Assistant 

I am sure, as parents/carers, you will warmly welcome them 
into our community at Co-op Academy Walkden. 



Song of the week  

Last year, the Music department at Co-op Academy Walkden started a campaign to widen our 
student’s musical repertoire. They did this by introducing the ‘Song of the Week’, and it was such 
a hit that it’s now making a comeback!  
 
Staff were asked to email their favourite song to our music teachers, Mr Holden and Mr Logie, 
and they were overwhelmed with the response. The staff’s favourite songs ranged from 
Coldplay to Van Halen, Toto to ELO, and with their eclectic tastes, the students are bound to 
hear lots of new sounds.  
 
Mr Logie said, “We started the song of the week to try and broaden our student’s musical tastes. 
Having a broad bank of musical knowledge helps the students in their lessons. It helps them to 
be able to put music into context; it teaches them about music history and cultural relevance, 
opening their eyes to different sound genres, instruments, and ways of producing music. Also, 
we thought it would be a bit of fun for our students to find out what music their teachers are 
listening to”.  
 
Due to the staff’s overwhelming response, two songs will be released to the students per week 
via Google Classroom. Students will be able to access a PowerPoint that introduces the ‘Song 
of the Week’ to them, along with a link to a Youtube video and some key facts about the song, 
artist, or group. The music department will also set up a Spotify playlist to access the songs and 
re-listen when they want to.  
 
Although last year, the ‘Song of the Week’ was introduced via the lesson, this year, Mr Logie and 
Mr Holden wanted to share the week’s song with the broader community in Walkden.  
Mr Holden added, “At this time, music has never been so important. In the cold, winter months 
of lockdown, individuals’ mental health is suffering. Lockdown 3.0 is probably the hardest for 
most people. Music has been proven to aid wellness. It can reduce stress, help you to sleep 
better, and improve your overall mood.”  
 
The ‘Song of the Week’ will start with releasing a Carpenter’s track on via Google Classrooms.  
 
We have also set up a blog via the stories part of our website here. We would encourage 
parents/carers to check-in and enjoy the songs being released alongside your child.



LGBT+ History Month 

In February each year, we celebrate LGBTQ+ History Month as part of our calendar of awareness 
campaigns.  This year, we have already celebrated:  
 
MacMillan Virtual Coffee Morning - September 2020  
Black History Month - October 2020  
Anti-Bullying Week - November 2020 
 
all of which have been virtual, and LGBTQ+ History Month this year, is no different. 
 
What is LGBTQ+ History Month?  
 
An American History teacher started LGBTQ+ History Month in 1994 to teach students about 
the history of LGBTQ+ people, the communities’ fight for civil rights, and promote positive 
LGBTQ+ role models. It is now celebrated all over the world, including Brazil, the USA, and 
Australia.  
 
Each year, there is a theme to LGBTQ+ History Month. This year it is ‘‘Body, Mind, and Spirit’’.  
 
How are we celebrating LGBTQ+ History Month at Co-op Academy Walkden?  
 
This year, our LGBTQ+ History month activities are all online or delivered virtually by form tutors.  
 
Our students will have an assembly delivered to them in one virtual form time by their tutors. 
For Year 7, the assembly will focus on being an LGBTQ+ Pioneer, and for Year 8-11, the 
assembly will focus on the story of Harvey Milk and looking after your body, mind, and spirit.  
 
We also have a webpage dedicated to LGBTQ+ activities. Students can learn more about 
LGBTQ+ role models, take part in mindfulness, find out where we teach LGBTQ+ History in the 
curriculum, and know where to get support. The website can be found here.  
 
We are posting ten short videos on social media that outline ten ways to look after your body, 
mind, and spirit, in keeping with this year’s theme and some great interactive quizzes and 
activities on Instagram stories.  You can follow our social media @WalkdenCoop.  
 
As you may already know, some of our staff wear rainbow lanyards, alongside their staff lanyards 
when they are in school. This is to show that they are LGBTQ+ Allies and to create an 

https://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/stories/celebrating-lgbtq-history-month/


open and welcoming atmosphere to all students in our community. This year, as part of LGBTQ+ 
History Month, we have bought 50 more lanyards to give out to staff at Co-op Academy 
Walkden.  
 
What’s next in the awareness campaign calendar at Co-op Academy Walkden?  
Although LGBTQ+ History Month runs through February, another important date in the Co-op 
calendar also occurs in the latter half of February - Fairtrade Fortnight.   
 
We will be celebrating Fairtrade Fortnight from 22 February - 7 March 2021. More details about 
what we are doing for Fairtrade Fortnight will appear on our social media and the website, so 
keep your eyes peeled!  

Mental Health Awareness 

The theme for this year's LGBTQ+ History Month also coincided nicely with Children's Mental 
Health Week. Children's Mental Health Week is celebrated from 1st - 7th February and aims to 
promote awareness of good mental health for young people, supporting them with activities 
and tips on how to be mentally healthy.  
 
Our top ten tips for keeping your mind, body, and spirit well promoted ten ways students, 
families, and the community could keep themselves happy and healthy.  
 
These ten tips were adapted from Action for Happiness' 'Ten Keys to Happiness'. Action for 
Happiness is a charity that was set up to promote happiness and mental wellbeing. You can find 
out more here: https://www.actionforhappiness.org/10-keys-to-happier-living.

As February is a busy month for our awareness campaigns, and mental health is so important, 
we will be revisitng mental health awareness in its own awareness campaign slot in May, so keep 
your eyes peeled for more about this in the coming months. 

https://www.actionforhappiness.org/10-keys-to-happier-living


Fairtrade Fortnight  

From the 22nd February - 3rd March 2021, Co-op Academy Walkden is celebrating Fairtrade 
Fortnight.  
 
Fairtrade Fortnight is a big part of the Co-op group, with the Co-op leading the way in Fairtrade 
products. The Co-op group was the first grocery store to introduce Fairtrade bananas, and their 
pioneering spirit still shines through with an increasing amount of Fairtrade products on their 
shelves. All Co-op Academy Trust schools get involved in Fairtrade Fortnight, and we are no 
different.  
 
The Fairtrade Fortnight website states that the campaign was started to allow time for people: 
 
 
 
 
 

“to share the stories of the people who grow our food and drinks, mine our gold, and who 
grow the cotton in our clothes, people who are often exploited and underpaid.” 

 
(https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight/) 

This year, at Co-op Academy Walkden, we are celebrating Fairtrade Fortnight in many different 
ways.  
 
All year groups will have an assembly, educating them about the Fairtrade movement. The as-
sembly will feature a video made by our own media teacher, Mrs Hall.  
 
Mrs Bentley will be using her virtual cooking club to encourage students to cook and bake with 
Fairtrade products. 
 
We will also be posting on our social media about Fairtrade’s work, linking it to growers and 
producers’ stories, and asking our young people to get involved in making our trade and con-
sumption fairer.  
 
After the success of last years’ Fairtrade Fortnight, we also felt confident enough to start our 
application for the Fairtrade Schools’ Award. We hope to submit our application for this in Fair-
trade Fortnight and then build on our current work to apply for the next award in the coming 
year. This will include the launch of a brand new Fairtrade Club, which students will be able to 
get involved in from the start of next term.  



Cooking Challenges 

Mrs Kettle, Food Technology teacher, has set several foody challenges for our students to get 
involved with, and our students have always delivered! Mrs Kettle has recently set two more 
challenges for our students - one sweet and one savoury!  
 
Keen not to miss any opportunities for our students to develop their culinary skills during 
lockdown, Mrs Kettle sent through a competition run by Tunnock’s Teacakes.  
 
She said, “This is a fantastic opportunity for students to develop their decoration and 
presentation skills. We would normally set this challenge as part of the students learning in 
class. Although we are remote learning, at the moment, I didn’t want the students to miss this 
opportunity”.  
 
Students have been challenged this year to create a plated design, using a Tunnock’s Teacake as 
the central ingredient to the theme of “Teacake Travels Around the World”.  
 
The website states - “Judging criteria are: presenting a stunning dish, creativity, skills and the 
use of ethically sourced ingredients. Students’ ideas should reflect traditions, sights, smells and/
or tastes of a chosen country or culture.”.  
 
Only one entry per school can be forwarded to the competition, so send your pictures to Mrs 
Kettle - sarah.kettle@coopacademies.co.uk, and the Food Technology department will choose 
the best entry to be put forward.  
 
Further, this week, Mrs Kettle has been promoting the link between food and mental health, as 
part of Children’s Mental Health Week. She has set her own savoury version of the Tunnock’s 
Teacake challenge, based on an idea from a Cornish Food Technology teacher.  
 
Mrs Kettle has asked the students to use a tin of beans to create a ‘fine dining’ experience! 
Considering how they can present the simple dish of beans on toast as a posh restaurant dish! 
She has asked the students to consider how they can present the food in an appealing, creative, 
and appetising manner!  
 
Students can enter Mrs Kettle’s baked bean challenge by submitting their pictures to Google 
Classroom.



Literacy Focus    

| The Literacy Team |

Mrs Joynson’s Favourite Poem - Anthem of the North by Lemn Sissay
Lemn Sissay is one of my all-time favourite poets. I first saw his 
poems on the side of many buildings around Manchester when 
I was 18 and starting University. I found this so unusual and 
intriguing that when I saw a poster advertising a performance, I 
got a ticket and made sure I was there. His performance was so 
passionate and like nothing I’d really seen before; he was funny, 
proud to be from Greater Manchester, and his poems really 
captured my imagination. Since then, I have followed his writing 
and his story. He had a tough start in life but, through sheer grit 
and determination, he fought to create a better life for himself 
and continues to fight for children and young adults who have 

had similar experiences and who were born into similar circumstances as himself. I love his 
poem ‘The Anthem of the North’ as Sissay describes just a few of the reasons that make me so 
proud to live in Manchester. 

Poetry Anthologies that we would recommend
 
On The Move: Poems about Migration by Michael Rosen and Sir Quentin Blake (Walker Books 
2020). A collection of poems focusing on migration and displacement. Michael Rosen draws on 
his experiences as part of a first-generation Polish family, the impact of the Second World War 
and the Holocaust, and global migration experiences. 
 
Shakespeare For Every Day Of The Year, edited by Allie Esiri (Pan Macmillan, 2019). 
Each page of this collection contains an extract from Shakespeare’s sonnets, poems, and scenes 
from his plays. 
 
Old Possum’s Book Of Practical Cats by T.S. Eliot (Faber and Faber 2015). 
This famous collection of whimsical light poems inspired the musical ‘Cats’.  Written in the 
1930s, the author included the poems in letters to his godchildren. 
 
Poems To Fall In Love With, edited by Chris Ridell (Pan Macmillan, 2019). 
The author chooses his favourite love poetry from Shakespeare to Gaiman via Betjeman, 
McGough, and many more.



Ways to support your child in their reading 

In each newsletter, we will be giving you some top tips and ad-
vice about how you can support your child at home to develop 
their reading. These tips have been adapted from Petit Journey.

 Tip 1: Establish a regular reading routine

 Research indicates that setting aside time daily to read with your 
child can substantially increase their reading abilities in many 
areas, including: reading comprehension, vocabulary skills, 
learning to recognise words that they already know, learning to 
sound out unfamiliar words.

As your child gets older, ask about what they are reading, and any challenging vocabulary 
that might have come up. This will encourage them to read without your assistance, but allow 
them to do so in an environment where you are still able to help them to decipher unfamiliar or 
difficult words.

Word of the Week 

This half term, we have introduced five new words to the students via word of the week.  
 
Our word of the week can be found on our social media channels and is published on a 
Monday morning. 

Alongside the word of the week are, a description of the word’s origins, three synonyms, and 
three antonyms.We also encourage the students to engage with the word of the week through 
setting a number of activities. 
 
Our words of the week for this half term have been: 
 
1.embellish - to add exciting details to a story 
2.extol - praise enthusiastically 
3.fastidious - fussy; hard to please; picky 
4.genial - friendly; kind and cheerful 
5.inane - absurd; silly; foolish 
 
We would encourage parents/carers to talk about these words and encourage their child to use 
them in conversation and their work.  
 

http://petitjourney.com.au/7-effective-ways-to-increase-your-childs-reading-skills/


The Salford Children’s Book Award is an annual award run by the library teams across Salford, 
both in schools and local libraries.  

This year, there are five books that have been nominated. These are: 

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant by Nizrana Farook

Orion Lost by Alastair Chisholm

The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie Anderson

The Maker of Monsters by Lorraine Gregory

What’s That in Dog Years? By Ben Davis

To take part, you need to read all fivebooks over the next few months, and we will let you know 
when you can vote for your favourite.

Some are available through your local librarie’s online Borrow Box.

Happy reading! 

The Salford Children’s 
Book Award     

| Mrs Hastings | Librarian and 
EAL Teacher 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-girl-who-stole-an-elephant/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/o/orion-lost/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-girl-who-speaks-bear/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-maker-of-monsters/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/w/whats-that-in-dog-years/
https://salfordcommunityleisure.co.uk/libraries/digital-online/borrowbox/


Introducing our Sports 
Leaders  

Hi my name is Luke I am one of the three Senior Sports Leaders at Co-op Academy Walkden.

I play Rugby Union, Rugby League, Football, and I also play Golf, being captain of the club. 

I like American Football, Basketball, and Ice Hockey, I play Fifa, Madden and many other games 
on Xbox. 

As a Sports Leader I'd like to encourage more of you to have a say in what sports are played in 
school and hopefully make more people like PE and sports.

Luke - Sports Leader 

At Co-op Academy Walkden, we champion student leadership. We believe that developing 
leadership skills in young people is vital to their future success in employment. In past editions 
of the newsletter, we have introduced our Senior Student Leaders, and we are now pleased to 
introduce our Sports Leaders for this year.  
 
Like our senior student leaders, our Sports Leaders have had to go through a tough application 
process to gain this prestigious role within the school. The Sports Leaders will work with the 
PE Staff team to help shape and guide sports activities at the Academy once the school is fully 
re-opened. They will have their say about the curriculum and extracurricular activities that are 
offered. They will be vital in collecting the wider student voice on PE and being the pioneers of 
PE at Walkden.  
 
In this edition of the newsletter, we would like to introduce our first sports leader, Luke.

| Mr Mangas | Assistant 
Head: Engagement and 
Participation



Careers Focus    

GM Higher 

In this edition, we are exploring GM Higher. GM Higher describe themselves as:  
 
“an impartial collaborative network, which is part of the UniConnect national programme, 
supporting young people to access aspiration-raising activities and awareness of all routes into 
Higher Education. We have successfully supported your young person’s school over the last 
four years, delivering fully funded opportunities including mentoring, campus visits, workshops 
and summer schools.” 
 
 
They have a page specially dedicated to parents/carers, including their Parent and Carer guide, 
which has lots of useful information.  You can also sign up for their parent/carer e-newsletter to 
inform you of all the latest information.  
 
 
For students, they run a service called ‘Ask Us’. They describe the service as:  
 
“‘a great opportunity for any young person or parents/carers to ask any questions they may 
have about Higher Education to one of our network of GM Higher staff who are all trained, 
recent graduates. Curious about Higher Education? Looking for resources that will help you 
with your future choices? ASK US!  
 
Connect with one of our friendly GM Higher team: www.gmhigher.ac.uk/askus” 
 
Further, if you are looking at Post-16 and Higher Education choices and need independent 
advice, they have a dedicated website page called “Uni and Me,” which can be found here: 
gmhigher.ac.uk/resources/university-and-me-guide/ 
 
If you need any more advice on how GM Higher can help you or your child, get in touch with 
our Careers Advisor via her email Lynne.Loughnan@coopacademies.co.uk  

| Ms Loughnan | Careers 
Advisor 



National Apprenticeship Week 

The week beginning 8th February 2021 is National Apprenticeship Week.  
 
The Co-op Group is putting on two key events: parents/teachers and one for students. 
The events are approximately 1 hour and focused on providing insight and information on 
apprenticeships generally and on what Co-op offer. There will also be 1 or 2 apprentices on the 
session to share their experiences too. 
With apprenticeship opportunities being fewer than before, the competition will be more 
significant and more challenging in the current climate.  The sessions will be crucial for those 
students considering this route and for parents/ carers who want a great insight. 
 
Click the link in the images below to take you to the registration page for these events.

National Apprenticeship Week 2021
Co-op Apprenticeships Teachers, Parents &
Guardians Event
11 February, 6pm – 7pm
Click here to register

Hear from our recruitment team and apprentices on:

• Overview of post-16 and post-18 options
• What apprenticeships are and what they’re not
• How they work
• College, Apprenticeships or University?
• What apprenticeships Co-op have on offer
• Tips on finding and securing the right opportunity
• Hear about what it's like to be an apprentice
• Plenty of opportunities to ask questions too

National Apprenticeship Week 2021
Co-op Apprenticeship Masterclass
9 February, 4pm – 5pm
Click here to register

Hear from our recruitment team and apprentices on:

• What apprenticeships are and what they’re not
• How they work
• Compare apprenticeships vs college or university
• What apprenticeships Co-op have on offer
• Application top tips
• Hear about what it's like to be an apprentice
• Plenty of opportunities to ask questions too



WORSLEYCOLLEGE

VIRTUAL OPEN EVENT DATES
FOR SCHOOL LE AVERS

CITYSKILLS
MONDAY 8 MARCH 2021 

5.00pm - 7.00pm

BOOK YOUR PLACE ONLINE AT
OPENEVENTS.SALFORDCC.AC.UK/REGISTER

0161 631 5050 | ADMISSIONS@SALFORDCC.AC.UK

IN 2021

MONDAY 8 MARCH 2021 

5.00pm - 7 00pm

TUESDAY 9 MARCH 2021 

5.00pm - 7.00pm

THURSDAY 11 MARCH 2021 

5.00pm - 7.00pm

THURSDAY 18 MARCH 2021 

5.00pm - 7.00pm



Social Workers in Schools
Programme    

I wanted to introduce myself as Deborah, I have been a qualified social worker for over five 
years, and before then, I was a youth worker for six years working with young people in different 
settings. I have worked in a number of different local authorities in Greater Manchester, 
including in schools in Trafford, before this role. I am now working under Salford City Council 
as a social worker working with Co-op Academy Walkden on a new pilot project called ‘Social 
Workers in Schools’ (SWIS).  
 
SWIS is a research pilot that will be evaluated by Cardiff University and has already taken 
place in Lambeth, Stockport, and Southampton. There have been eight different high schools 
identified to be involved in the SWIS project across Salford, all with a different social work 
colleague integrated within the school environment. 
 
I will be working with Co-op Academy Walkden for the next 12 months with a number of 
families who have been identified as benefiting from this pilot. If families currently have social 
care involvement, this will not affect how they currently work with the allocated social worker; 
however I will be an additional source of advice and support, based on the school site and 
getting involved in school life as much as possible.  
 
I am looking forward to working with Co-op Academy Walkden, and I am very excited to have 
the opportunity to work with the school to support the children and families in Salford.



Attendance Matters 

Is your child anxious about their return to school? So anxious that you feel it may lead to school 
refusal? Do you need some help and support with this? The EBSA Thrive Pathway could help.  
 
The EBSA Thrive Support Pathway has been developed by Salford Council to help support 
young people and their families who are vulnerable to emotionally-based school avoidance. 
Working closely with parents and carers, they hope to reduce children and young people’s anxi-
ety and increase their attendance/return to education.  
 
Over the coming weeks, EBSA Thrive are holding the following activities, which parents/carers 
can book on to if they feel they would be helpful:  
 
Week commencing the 15th February 2021 - Parent EBSA Drop-in Support Group  (Tuesdays 
during term time, 11 am-12 pm) An opportunity to meet other parents and families impacted 
by EBSA. These virtual sessions will be run as a coffee morning hosted by the Head Teacher at 
The Canterbury Centre, Julie Owen. She has lots of knowledge and experience of working with 
families around anxiety-based school avoidance. The first drop-in is on 23rd February 2021 and 
will run weekly during term time. Please email Julie.Owen@salford.gov.uk for the Zoom link to 
join.   
 
Week commencing the 8th February 2021 - Salford Information, Advice and Support Service 
(SIASS) – Online webinars for parents SIASS are hosting a series of virtual webinars for parents 
of children with additional needs, including topics such as Anxiety and EBSA. These are free 
to attend and take place on Zoom. Please contact SIASS to register your interest and enquire 
about upcoming dates: Call 0161 778 0343/0349 or email siass@salford.gov.uk.  
 
Week commencing the 1st March 2021 - Salford Parent Assembly.  Salford Parent Assembly is 
an open forum for parents and carers of children and young people aged 0-25 who have spe-
cial educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) who live in Salford. The group was established 
in 2021 by Salford Council, and the purpose of the group is to capture the voice and lived ex-
periences of parents and carers of children and young people with SEND to help elevate their 
voice. The group aims to promote the well-being of all children, young people, parents, and 
carers and ensure their voices are listened to and incorporated into decision-making. The next 
meeting is on Tuesday 2nd March at 6 pm via Zoom. For more information or if you wish to at-
tend the next meeting, please contact Steven Booth (SIASS Manager) at SIASS@salford.gov.uk. 





At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they 
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

The Xbox Series X and Series S are the next-generation video game consoles from 
Microsoft. They offer improved graphics, sounds and much quicker loading times. 

Parents should note that the two versions available are quite different. 

M�t our expert
Freelance family technology 
expert for the BBC. Andy runs the 
Family Gamer TV YouTube channel 
and contributes to a range of 
national media on the topic of 
video-games and family.

What parents & carers n�d to know about... XBOX SERIES X|S

Game Subscriptions
In addition to buying individual games digitally or in-store, you can also subscribe to services that offer access to 100’s of games for a monthly fee. Xbox Game Pass is often bundled with 
the Xbox Gold subscription you need for playing online. Most of the bigger Xbox games are provided as part of the service, as well as a wide range of independent games that often offer 
educational and wellbeing based experiences.

Setting Age-Ratings
You can set a limit that stops any older rated 
games being played without a password 
being entered. This is not only a good way to 
ensure children are playing appropriate 
content but is a good chance to talk about 
the games they are playing. 

Safely Se�ing up Your Xbox Series X / S

Types of A�ounts

Xbox Series S
Xbox Series S is a smaller, disc-less version of the console 
which plays all the new games but with reduced visuals 
or possibly frame-rates. Because it doesn’t support discs 
you can’t play old games from discs and must purchase 
new games digitally. It also has smaller storage, offering 
500GB which is about half that of the Xbox Series X.

XBOX ONE
Xbox Series X
Xbox Series X is a larger device, with a disc 
drive, twice as much storage and higher 
performance chips. It can play the new 
Xbox games at the highest resolution and 
with the best visuals. It enables you to run 
games from disc or digitally. 

Set-Up Child Accounts
Setting up child accounts are important to be able to limit play-time, 
spending and apply age ratings automatically. Separate accounts 
for each child user can be set-up. It’s a good idea to specify a 
password for the guest account so children cannot access this also. 
You can also download the Xbox Family Settings app to help you 
adjust these settings in the future without having to access the 
console directly.

Creating Guest Account Password
An important step on the Xbox Series 
X|S set-up is specifying a passcode for 
your own account and a password to 
access the Guest account. This ensures 
that all users need to access the system 
with their own account and related 
limits and settings. 

XBOX ONE
Set-Up Parent Accounts
Setting up a parents account is important so you 
can manage the console for your family. After 
downloading the Xbox app to aid set-up, connect to 
the internet and while the console updates, use the 
app to start specifying settings. Once updated, 
create a parent user account with an email address 
you regularly check and password specified.

Apply Family Settings
Both Xbox models offer important family controls that should 
be set-up before your family starts using the system. Although 
this can take a little time, it ensures that children have their 
own accounts and sets limits on spending, interactions and 
age ratings. If done correctly, children cannot circumvent 
these controls that require the parent’s password to alter. 

Managing Online Interactions
Another important area of the Family Settings is specifying 
how and who your child can interact with online. Modern 
consoles enable players to share text, voice, images and 
video with each other. You can set whether they can do this, 
and also apply a password before they can add new friends. 

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 11.11.2020

www.nationalonlinesafety.com    Twitter - @natonlinesafety    Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety    Instagram - @nationalonlinesafety

Managing Spending
You can set a limit on spending via the family settings. This 
means that any additional purchase requires your 
password. Another alternative is not to put credit card 
details into your account and instead add credit as they 
need it using the book-token-like cards in-store or online.

Setting Limits on Play-Time
You can specify the time of day and how long the console 
can be used to play without needing a password. Talk to you 
children and agree how long is appropriate, then set this 
together so it’s something they understand and accept. On 
the Xbox Series X|S you can also limit time on a particular 
game, which is a good way to encourage children to play a 
wide range of experiences.



0161 850 1625

walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk

Twitter/Facebook/Instagram
@WalkdenCoop 

walkden.coopacademies.co.uk

mailto:walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk
http://walkden.coopacademies.co.uk

