
Year 7 Spring 1: Exploring Genre Through Time

Vocabulary 
● Intertextuality 
● Genre 
● Convention 
● Codes
● Expencation 
● Tension 
● Themes 
● Context 

Structure 
●  Foreshadowing – is anything being being hinted at? 
● Opening – how does the extract begin? 
● Ending – how does the extract finish? Is there a clear resolution?
● Flashbacks – are any included? What do they reveal? Repetition – are any ideas or 

patterns repeated? Why? 
● Connections – how do the paragraphs link together?
●  Narrative perspective – does this stay the same throughout? Linear/non linear – is 

there a clear order to the events? 

Genre Conventions 

Romance Forbidden love, a problem, a quest, class systems

Gothic Ethereal or supernatural events, haunted house, ancestral curses, moonlight, 

Adventure Journey, danger, discovery, courageous protagonist, evil antagonist, some humour 

Sci- fi Time travel, exploration, technology, consequences of human behaviour, 

Dystopia Propaganda, ideology, poverty, rules, loyalty, rebellion, dictatorship 

Etymology of Genre
The idea of splitting literature into types started in Ancient Greece with Aristotle and Plato  who 
devised a system for classifying literature. They felt that as more and more literature was being 
produced it was essential to divide it into ‘genres’ in order to simplify and keep track of them all.
The latin language called this grouping of literature ‘gener-’ the stem ‘gen’ means belonging to 

a race, birth group and was used to describe the ethnicity a person belonged to. 
The word that we use to describe literary groups is ‘genre’ and it comes from the French 

language which stole the stem ‘gen’ from the latin word. The French phrase literally means 
‘type’, ‘to sort’. 

Literary Techniques 
● Simile – comparing two 

things using like or as.
● Metaphor – stating one 

thing as though it is 
something else. 

● Personification - Giving 
human 
features/characteristics 
to a non-human object.

● Repetition – where an 
idea is repeated multiple 
times throughout a text 
often to strengthen the 
idea presented. 

● Unreliable narrator – a 
sense that the narrator is 
not telling/is not able to 
tell the whole truth.

●  Imperative Verb – a 
command verb such as 
‘put’ or ‘don’t’.

●  Pathetic fallacy - a type 
of personification where 
emotions are given to a 
setting, an object or the 
weather. 

● Onomatopoeia – words 
that sound a little like 
they mean.

● Emotive Language – 
language intended to 
create an emotional 
response 

http://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/aristotle
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Plato


Year 7 Spring Term Homework

Homework in Year 7 will be set three times a fortnight by the class teacher, and may cover a range of tasks linked to your 
learning in this term.

Task Expectations
● Handed in on time
● Effort and care has 

been taken to produce 
the best piece of home 
learning that you can 

● Spend around 30 
minutes on one piece

● Ask questions and 
enquire if you are ever 
uncertain

● Research should be 
comprehensive and in 
your own words

● Work is checked for 
SPaG accuracy

Homework Tasks
● Understanding and 

defining new vocabulary 
and terminology

● Spelling of key vocabulary
● Reading an extract and 

answering comprehension 
questions

● Making inferences about 
texts linked to in class 
learning

● Writing creatively
● Writing from the 

perspective of a character 
or person studied

● Research of key context 
throughout time

● Reading at home 

Expand Your Knowledge
Read:
Lonely Planet Kids- The Travel Book

Watch:

I Am Eleven documentary- 
http://www.iameleven.com/

Listen:
Smash Boom Best Podcast

http://www.iameleven.com/

