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Vision and Aims

The purpose of homework is to:

● Encourage you to develop the skills, confidence, motivation and
self-discipline needed to study effectively.

● Consolidate, reinforce and extend what you know, understand and can
do at school

● Extend school learning: not all learning takes place at school
● Involve your parents and carers in your learning and keep them

informed about what you are doing at school
● Help you to get to grips with managing particular demands, such as

GCSE courses

Arbor is your school planner and there you will find your calendar and
assignment reminders for that week.

What is the expected amount of homework?

Key Stage 3
English, Maths, Science, French, Spanish, History, Geography: 30 minutes
weekly/ 1 hour fortnightly
Art, DT, Food, Computing, PSHE, PRE, Music, Food, Drama PE: 30 minutes
fortnightly

Key Stage 4
English, Maths, Science, History, Geography and all Option qualifications:
Minimum of 1 hour weekly/ 2 hours fortnightly
If projects are set, work may be set over longer periods of time

If you put lots of effort into completing fantastic homework, you will be
rewarded on Arbor with Achievement Points.
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Art and Photography Department:
GCSE Art and Photography

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● If possible provide access to basic art materials such as a pencil, rubber,
sharpener and coloured pencils.

● Encourage time management skills by helping students complete
homework in advance of the deadline. This will allow time to resolve
any problems that may occur (misunderstanding, material issues.)

● Keep distractions to a minimum. Working in a quiet, well lit space will
help students produce better quality work.

Frequency: Once a fortnight for Years 7-9 / Every week for Years 10 -11

Homework examples:
KS3
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KS4

Useful revision websites:

https://www.studentartguide.com/article
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjymp9q
https://www.accessart.org.uk/find-a-resource/

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjymp9q
https://www.accessart.org.uk/find-a-resource/
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Drama Department
(GCSE Drama)

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● Don’t worry about getting questions wrong - these are knowledge
quizzes based on work you have done in lesson

● There will be a minimum score you need to get e.g 6/10 and if you get
lower than this, retake the quiz and improve your knowledge recall

● KS4 Portfolios - do little and often, rather than leaving yourself a
mammoth task with a short deadline.

● KS4 line learning and rehearsal will also be expected in lieu of
homework.

Frequency: Once a fortnight for Years 7-9 / Every week for Years 10 -11

Homework examples:

KS3
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KS4
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Useful revision websites:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zd4np4j
https://quizlet.com/gb/content/aqa-gcse-drama-flashcards

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zd4np4j
https://quizlet.com/gb/content/aqa-gcse-drama-flashcards
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Design Technology Department
(GCSE DT, Construction)

Top tips to support homework in this subject:
- If revising for an end of topic test, encourage using the relevant

Knowledge Organiser to recap knowledge. Support rest breaks in
between revision activities.

- If completing a spelling task, pupils can underline the spellings which
were most difficult to practise over that week.

Frequency: Once a fortnight for Years 7-9 / Every week for Years 10 -11

Homework examples:

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4

Useful revision websites:

Design Technology Site (KS3 and KS4 Revision)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zfr9wmn (Revision KS4)
https://www.tinkercad.com/ (Computer Aided Design)
https://www.photopea.com/ (Logo Design / Image Rendering)

http://www.technologystudent.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zfr9wmn
https://www.tinkercad.com/
https://www.photopea.com/
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Food Department:
GCSE Hospitality and Catering

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● Take your time with each task to ensure you complete the homework to
the best of your ability.

● At KS4, a significant portion of homework consists of exam questions.
When completing these questions always underline the key words and
produce a list of the answers that could be included. Once this is done
answer the question and check your answer.

● Students are encouraged to use the Knowledge Organisers to support
the development of their learning

Frequency:
KS3 - two each half term.
Ks4 - three each half term
The homeworks set for each half term must be handed in to the class teacher
or submitted through google classroom or Arbor.

Homework examples:
(Insert image/snip here please of examples of homework set or screenshots
of previous examples…)

KS3
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KS4
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Useful revision websites:

BBC Bitesize - Hospitality

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbtvxyc
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English Department:
GCSE Literature and Language

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:
● Set aside an appropriate amount of time to complete the task and find

a quiet space to work - speak to your class teacher if you need support
with this.

● Take your time with each task to ensure you complete the homework to
the best of your ability. Look on your Google Classroom at the support
materials your teacher has provided and use the relevant knowledge
organiser.

● If the homework is a written task, use full sentences and academic
language in your response.

Frequency: One piece of homework each week for KS3; one/two pieces of
homework each week for KS4 (revision task and extended response task).

Homework examples:

KS3

KS4

Useful revision websites:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx
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MFL: French and Spanish Department
GCSE French / Spanish

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● Learn your new vocabulary and grammar phrases every week using
your sentence builder at KS3

● Ask your individual language teacher or the Head of MFL for support if
you need help and guidance with your homework

● Take time to complete your homework and do not rush it. Remember it
is ok to make mistakes as long as you try your hardest

Frequency:
- At KS3, there will be a rota to complete your homework: one week will

be devoted to French, the following week will be dedicated to Spanish.
- At KS4, homework will be set weekly by your teachers and you should

spend at least 45 minutes to an hour on it.

Homework examples:
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KS3
- Every week, you will need to learn your vocabulary in French or

Spanish. There will be a rota between both languages to avoid
vocabulary overload. In addition, you will need to complete tasks for 30
minutes on linguascope every week.

- Every half-term, top sets students in year 9 will have an additional
booklet to complete: half-term 1 will be a French booklet and half-term
2 will be a Spanish booklet.

- Once a term, you will need to revise for your assessments and will be
encouraged to take your book(s) home to do so.

- Every term, a year group will have a project in languages. Term 1 will
be for year 9 students, term 2 for year 8 students and term 3 for year 7
students. This will lead to a competition with prizes for the top 10 best
homework in each year group.

KS4
- You will revise vocabulary and grammar phrases every week.
- You will complete tasks/ exercises on worksheets or booklets in one or

more targeted skill(s) every week.
- You will have opportunities to complete GCSE style activities using past

papers or other materials.

Useful revision websites:
GCSE French - BBC Bitesize
GCSE Spanish - BBC Bitesize
Linguascope | The World's Number 1 Interactive Language Learning Platform
for Schools (login & password handed out by class teacher)
Free sites for French | frenchteacher.net
languages online
Duolingo - The world's best way to learn a language
Linguee | Dictionary for German, French, Spanish, and more
English to French, Italian, German & Spanish Dictionary - WordReference.com

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z9dqxnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z4dqxnb
https://www.linguascope.com/
https://www.linguascope.com/
https://www.frenchteacher.net/links/interactive-sites/
https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/index.html#gsc.tab=0
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.linguee.com/
https://www.wordreference.com/
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Geography Department

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● Don’t worry about getting questions wrong - these are knowledge
quizzes based on work you have done in lesson

● There will be a minimum score you need to get e.g 6/10 and if you get
lower than this, retake the quiz and improve your knowledge recall

Frequency: 30 minutes weekly/ 1 hour fortnightly

Homework examples:

Homework will be set as a google quiz on google classroom

Useful revision websites:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg
https://www.internetgeography.net/
https://www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/geography/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg
https://www.internetgeography.net/
https://www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/geography/
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History Department

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● Plan your time carefully and decide which tasks you will be completing.
Keep distractions to a minimum. Working in a quiet, well lit space will
help you focus and complete tasks in full sentences, referring to the
material you have been previously provided with in class. Do not be
afraid to provide your own opinion and support with clear examples
and explanations.

● When revising history, think of it as exploring a tapestry woven from
endless connected stories. Each thread leads to another, deepening
your understanding.

Frequency: Once every two weeks for Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) and once a
week for Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11).

Homework examples:

Useful revision websites:

You will find a ‘Read, Watch, Listen’ list on your Google Classroom that you
can find a wide range of very useful websites, including:

GCSE History - AQA - BBC Bitesize
KS3 History - BBC Bitesize
KS3 History - homework help for year 7, 8 and 9. - BBC Bitesize

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxjk4j6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zyb77yc
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Computing, ICT & Business Department
GCSE IT / Business Studies

Homework for Computing, ICT & Business is set using the platform Seneca.
Each task has a topic focus, with interactive content to help you to revise and
recap on information covered in your lessons. At the end of each unit there
will be a short assessment task. All activities provide immediate feedback to
assist you in understanding your progress so far.

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● Make sure you are reading the revision task/s before completing the
assessment task.

● Repeating topics over a long period of time can improve memory and
understanding so ensure you are revisiting tasks when completed.

● You must achieve a minimum of 70% and if you achieve lower than this
score, you must complete the assignment again to improve your
knowledge.

● If you are still struggling after reattempting your homework assignment,
speak to your class teacher for more support.

Frequency: Once a fortnight for Years 7 - 9 / Every week for Years 10 - 11

Homework examples:

KS3
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KS4

Useful revision websites:

BBC Bitesize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
Seneca - https://senecalearning.com/
Quizlet - https://quizlet.com/ Quizziz - https://quizizz.com/Tutor2u

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://quizlet.com/
https://quizizz.com/
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Mathematics Department:
GCSE Mathematics

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● We set homework on Sparx Maths. Sparx is tailored to your child, and
should offer them just the right level of challenge, based on the topics
that their teacher has set.

● Pupils log into Sparx by going to sparxmaths.com and log in using their
Co-op Academy Walkden Gmail account.

● All tasks are accompanied by videos designed to support pupils.
● Sparx is particularly useful to help pupils to retrieve content they have

learned previously.
● It is important that students still keep a record of their work when

learning at home, so providing them with a book or folder is
recommended.

● Each taskbar will show as green when fully complete. For the
homework to be classed as complete, all taskbars for that homework
need to be fully green.

Frequency: One assignment per week which should take roughly 30 minutes.
Pupils can choose to complete independent tasks whenever they choose.

Homework examples:

http://sparxmaths.com
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Useful revision websites:

www.mathsgenie.co.uk - Worksheets and tutorial videos for almost every
topic on the KS3 and KS4 Curriculum. Topics are sorted by ‘grade’ and come
with full worked solutions.

www.onmaths.com - A large selection of ‘mini mocks’ for KS4 pupils. When
pupils complete each mini mock they are given a rough approximation of
what grade they might have achieved.

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk
http://www.onmaths.com
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PE Department:
GCSE PE / Core PE

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● We strongly encourage students to be active for at least 150 minutes
each week. They can participate in physical activities during lunchtimes
and after school, with our extra-curricular program details available on
our website.

● In both KS3 and KS4, students can be assigned research tasks that will
form the basis of the next lesson, a method known as flipped learning.
Students can use Google to complete these tasks and submit their
work in either written or printed format. Please encourage your child to
complete this research to ensure they can contribute positively to the
following lesson.

● In GCSE PE and Sports Studies, a significant portion of homework
consists of exam questions. Students will always bring their books
home to aid in completing these assignments, as the focus is on
mastering exam techniques rather than solely memorising information.
Additionally, students can utilise BBC Bitesize to revise theoretical
concepts they find challenging. When working on exam questions,
students are encouraged to use a highlighter to identify the command
words, which will guide them on how to structure their responses
effectively.

Frequency: Once a fortnight for Years 7 - 9 / Every week for Years 10 - 11

Homework examples or types of tasks set:

KS3
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KS4

Useful revision websites:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/znyb4wx

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/znyb4wx
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Music Department:
GCSE Music

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● Make sure you have annotated your music accurately in lessons
● Practice in small sections focussing on any tricky passages
● If you are using a tablet/device to practise you might struggle to

practise your technique. You can still do this by practising technique
separately on a flat surface

Frequency: Weekly leading up to practical assessments

Homework examples:

KS3

Example of a fully annotated piece of music to support practice at home.

KS4
● Weekly practice of a minimum of 1 hour a week is expected (this should

be split into 3x 20 minute sessions)
● Attendance at an extracurricular ensemble to support your ensemble

performance is expected
● Music theory/listening and appraising homework will be set via Google

Classroom
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● Remember NEA Composition cannot be completed at home, therefore

in lieu of written homework you will be required to come during social
time/after school to complete outstanding work

Useful revision websites:

● www.musica.com
● www.musictheory.net
● British Army Music - Top Tips for Practice

http://www.musica.com
http://www.musictheory.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bl_fjSIoddo&t=1s


25

Philosophy, Religion & Ethics Department:
GCSE RE

Homework for KS3 PRE is set using the knowledge organisers to develop
literacy in PRE. Students will be given regular knowledge checks relating to
the key terms for each topic. At KS4 GCSE Religious Studies homework is set
using the RS Workbook each week. In addition to this we use the online
platform Seneca where each of the tasks has a topic focus, with interactive
content to help you to revise and recap on information covered in the
lessons. All Seneca activities provide immediate feedback to assist you in
understanding your progress so far.

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● Read through the knowledge organisers to develop your
understanding of key terms used in Philosophy, Religion & Ethics.

● Repeating topics over a long period of time can improve memory and
understanding so ensure you are revisiting the classwork and go back
to tasks when completed.

● Check your Google Classroom and the lesson support materials your
teacher has provided and use the relevant knowledge organiser.

Frequency: Once a fortnight for Years 7 - 9 / Every week for Years 10 - 11

Homework examples:

KS3

KS4
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Science Department:
GCSE Science

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● We set homework on Carousel Learning which provides students with
the opportunity to revise using flashcards before taking a free form or
multiple choice quiz.

● A link to access the quiz will be posted every Monday to Arbor and
Google Classroom with students logging in using their full name.

● Teachers may advise students on a minimum mark they should achieve
on the homework. Students can retake the quiz and also use the revise
function to help them meet this minimum mark.

● Carousel Learning has provided the following tips for parents:
● Core question quizzes will take place weekly for Year 10 and 11 testing

students on the same questions students have learnt for homework.

Frequency: Once a week set every Monday for all year groups.

Media Studies:
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GCSE Media Studies

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● Homework in Media Studies is mainly focused on retrieval, revision and
knowledge quizzes.

● Don’t worry about getting questions wrong - these quizzes are based
on work you have done in lessons and are designed to help you
improve your media knowledge and skills. They also help your
teachers to identify areas students are finding difficult and need more
support with.

● You might also be set revision tasks and preparation for upcoming
assessments or mock exams.

● When you are working on your NEA you will have planning and
research tasks each week (e.g. programme or film treatment, vision
board, preparing website content). It is essential that you are organised
and meet the individual deadlines for these as your NEA is 30% of your
final GCSE grade.

KS4

Frequency: Once per week. You will have a week to complete each
homework.

Homework examples:
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Useful revision websites:

● BBC Bitesize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/ztnygk7
● Seneca Learning - https://senecalearning.com/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/ztnygk7
https://senecalearning.com/
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Sociology Department:
GCSE Sociology

Top tips to support with homework in this subject:

● We set homework on Seneca Learning. The quizzes you will be directed
to will either correspond with what you have been learning in lesson or
to pre-teach you with the next steps in learning. Create mini-deadlines
to ensure you stay on track with these homework as you progress
through the course.

● Use the PEEL (Point, Evidence, Explanation, Link) method to structure
your paragraphs when completing ‘mini-essays’ for homework..

● Gather past papers from the Sociology department. This will help you
get familiar with the question styles and timing.

● Refer to your class notes if you need help completing homework
● Engage your parents in your learning process. Sharing your interest in

sociology with them can lead to intriguing discussions and provide
additional support.

Frequency: 1 hour weekly/2 hours fortnightly

Homework examples:
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Useful revision websites:

tutor2u.net
senecalearning.com
getrevising.co.uk
quizlet.com

http://tutor2u.net
http://tutor2u.net
http://tutor2u.net
http://tutor2u.net
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Useful Contacts

Sarah Carney
Head of Music

sarah.carney@coopacademies.co.uk

Jen Clarke
Head of Food

jennifer.clarke@coopacademies.co.uk

Deborah Crane
Head of Religious Studies

deborah.crane@coopacademies.co.uk

Alexander Crampton
Head of Maths

alexander.crampton@coopacademies.co.uk

Lisa Kelly
Head of History

Lisa.kelly@coopacademies.co.uk

Amy Lloyd
Head of Geography

amy.lloyd@coopacademies.co.uk

Katie Mealey
Head of English

Katie.Mealey@coopacademies.co.uk

mailto:sarah.carney@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:jennifer.clarke@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:deborah.crane@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:alexander.crampton@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:Lisa.kelly@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:amy.lloyd@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:Katie.Mealey@coopacademies.co.uk
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Emma McGowan
Head of Art

emma.mcgowan@coopacademies.co.uk

Andrea Moir
Head of Business & ICT, Business Studies &
Computing#

andrea.moir@coopacademies.co.uk

Alexis Ribot
Head of MFL

alexis.ribot@coopacademies.co.uk

Hannah Saunders
Head of Drama

hannah.saunders@coopacademies.co.uk

Andrew Sims
Head of Sociology

andrew.sims@coopacademies.co.uk

(Emily Cooper overseeing
DT)

Morgan Smallwood
(Maternity leave)

Assistant Principal

emily.cooper@coopacademies.co.uk

Head of Department

morgan.smallwood@coopacademies.co.uk

Lisa Venables
Head of Media/ECF Mentor

lisa.venables@coopacademies.co.uk

mailto:emma.mcgowan@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:andrea.moir@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:alexis.ribot@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:hannah.saunders@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:andrew.sims@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:emily.cooper@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:morgan.smallwood@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:lisa.venables@coopacademies.co.uk
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Kate Walker
Head of PE

kate.walker@coopacademies.co.uk

Paul Gardner

KS3

KS4

Head of Science

paul.gardner@coopacademies.co.uk

nicola.davies@coopacademy.co.uk

andrew.barron@coopacademies.co.uk

SENCO
Assistant Principal
Sara King

sara.king@coopacademies.co.uk

mailto:kate.walker@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:paul.gardner@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:nicola.davies@coopacademy.co.uk
mailto:andrew.barron@coopacademies.co.uk

