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Radicalisation and extremism 
 
The Government’s Prevent duty aims to prevent people from being drawn into 
terrorism. Within the school environment, we are well placed to recognise issues 
related to vulnerability, radicalisation and exposure to extreme views, and to take 
action accordingly. In order for us to fulfil the Prevent duty, it is essential that staff are 
able to identify students who may be vulnerable to radicalisation, and know what to do 
when they are identified.  
 
As a school, we ensure that all governors all staff have completed the Channel Prevent 
online training to ensure that they have an understanding of radicalisation and 
extremism, and why we need to be vigilant in school. They are aware of the signs of 
radicalisation and the appropriate actions to take should they have a concern, through 
this policy. 
 
Our curriculum promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 
development of our students, and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities 
and experiences of life. As such, community cohesion is promoted throughout the 
curriculum, and British Values are explicitly promoted through the PSHE curriculum as 
required by law. We aim to build students’ resilience to radicalisation, and give them 
the skills and knowledge to challenge extremist arguments within a safe space where 
the debate of controversial issues is encouraged. 
 
Radicalisation is defined as the process by which a person comes to support terrorism 
and extremist ideologies associated with terrorist groups 
Extremism is defined as vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, 
including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and 
tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. 
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What are the possible warning signs? 
 
● Sudden or gradual changing of style, dress or personal appearance to accord with a 
group 
● Sudden or unexpected wearing of religious attire 
● Possession of unexplained gifts 
● Possession of materials or symbols associated with an extremist cause 
● Physical or other assault on others or property 
● Day to day behaviour becoming increasingly centred on extremist ideologies, 
groups or causes, including expressing sympathy or tolerance for extremist groups 
● Loss of interest in other friends and activities not associated with the extremist 
ideology, group or cause 
● Starting to cut ties with community and become socially withdrawn 
● Spending increasing time in the company of other suspected extremists 
● Using extremist websites and social media 
● Attempting to recruit others to the group/cause 
● Hatred or intolerance of other people or communities because they are different 
● Using insulting to derogatory names for another group, or bullying/demonising 
them 
● Complaining about government policy, especially foreign policy 
● Verbalising a belief in government conspiracies 
● Speaking about revenge / advocating violence or criminal behaviour 
 
 

 


