
Year 10 Autumn Term- A Christmas Carol

PREFACE: Charles Dickens explains to his readers that he wants to introduce an entertaining idea to them. He over-uses the semantic field 

of the supernatural to establish the subject matter of the novella and to show us that it’s not intended to be frightening. He calls the novella a 

‘Ghostly little book’ and refers to his ‘Ghost of an idea’. Dickens wants his ideas to ‘haunt’ the ‘house’ of the reader – the house in this case is 

not just the reader’s home, but also their body and mind. Dickens wants the reader to accept and embrace the ideas in this book and not just 

dismiss them when they finish reading it.

Characters and key vocabulary

Ebenzer Scrooge: Miserly, mean, bitter, 

materialistic, unsympathetic

Bob Cratchit: tolerant, courteous, 

patient, civil, humble

Fred Scrooge: warm-hearted, 

empathetic, cheerful, determined, 

forgiving

Jacob Marley: materialistic, self-centred, 

terrifying, haunting, regretful

Ghost of Christmas Past: strong, gentle, 

quiet, forceful, ephemeral

Ghost of Christmas Present: 

compassionate, generous, cheerful, 

jolly, prophetic

Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come: 

mysterious, silent, ominous, menacing, 

resolute

Tiny Tim: frail, ill, compassionate, 

religious, optimistic

Key terminology

Omniscient narrator- A narrator that sees everything, including what a character is thinking 

and feeling

Analepsis- These are ways in which a narrative's dialogue reorders a given story by "flashing 

back" to an earlier point in the story

Prolepsis- These are ways in which a narrative's dialogue re-order's a given story by "flashing 

forward" to a moment later in the chronological sequence of events

Foreboding- A feeling that something bad will happen

Dramatic irony- Where the reader knows something that a character(s) are not aware of

Cyclical narrative- The reader reaches a sense of closure when the piece finds its way back to 

the beginning of the narrative.

Foil- Something or someone with opposite characteristics to the subject, used to balance them 

out and even to draw attention to their feelings.

Motif- An image that is repeated throughout a text showing the dominance of an idea.

Allegory- A story which can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or 

political one.

Novella- A novella is longer than a short story, but not as long as a traditional novel.

Stave- A set of five parallel lines on any one or between any adjacent two of which a note is 

written to indicate its pitch.



Stave 1- Marley’s Ghost

We are introduced to Ebenezer Scrooge on Christmas Eve who does not 

enjoy Christmas-time! We learn Jacob Marley, Scrooge’s business partner, 

died exactly 7 years earlier. He refuses to spend Christmas day with his 

nephew, Fred, and is then visited by two charity workers, asking for 

donations; he refuses, and asserts that the poor should either go to the 

workhouse or die. When he is home, Scrooge is visited by the Ghost of 

Jacob Marley. Marley explains that he is in torment because he only cared 

about money. He warns Scrooge that he will suffer the same fate if he 

continues to live the way he does. Later, Marley reveals that Scrooge will be 

visited by three more ghosts to help him change his ways.

Stave by Stave

Stave 2- The First of the Three Spirits

Scrooge is visited by the Ghost of Christmas Past who takes him to 

witness his past. During his schoolboy years he sees how his friends 

would go home for Christmas while he was left at school alone. We see 

him with his sister, who one year took him home for the holidays. Next, 

we are shown Scrooge as a young apprentice, working for Fezziwig. 

Dickens describes the Christmas ball Fezziwig organised for his 

employees. Finally, Scrooge is taken to see his ex-fiancée, Belle. We see 

the scene when they break up, as money has taken over Scrooge’s life. 

Scrooge cannot bear to see any more and struggles with the spirit.

Stave 3- The Second of the Three Spirits 

Scrooge is visited by the Ghost of Christmas Present who shows Scrooge 

how the Cratchit family celebrate Christmas. Scrooge learns that Tiny Tim 

will die unless the future changes. The spirit reminds Scrooge of his earlier 

words: ‘If he is to die, he had better do it, and decrease the surplus 

population.’ He is then taken to Fred’s house where they are playing games. 

They discuss Scrooge and Fred is full of pity for him. The spirit reveals two 

children hidden under his robes: Want and Ignorance. The Ghost explains 

that they belong to Man and warns Scrooge to beware of them both, but 

especially to beware of Ignorance. The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come 

appears.

Stave 4- The Last of the Spirits

The Ghost of Christmas Future is described. The spirit takes Scrooge to 

see a group of businessmen discussing someone who has died. They do 

not care about his death. The Ghost tries to make Scrooge look at the 

face of the dead man but Scrooge says he can’t. A young couple are 

given hope that they will have longer to repay a loan because this man 

has died. Scrooge then returns to Bob Cratchit’s house to find the family 

mourning the loss of Tiny Tim. Scrooge is then taken to a gravestone 

with his own name on it. He realises he is the dead man whom the 

people were talking about. Scrooge falls to his knees and vows to 

change his ways.

Stave 5- The End of It 

Scrooge wakes up in his own bed to find everything as it was the night before. He is overwhelmed at having a chance to put things right. Scrooge arranges for 

a prize turkey to be sent anonymously to the Cratchits, and on his way to church, Scrooge makes a large donation to charity. He then goes to Fred’s house 

and is welcomed in. He enjoys the dinner and party. On Boxing Day, Scrooge arrives early to work and plays a trick on Bob. Scrooge then tells him he is going 

to raise his salary and promises to help Bob’s struggling family. Scrooge is described to have completely changed and becomes a ‘second father’ to Tiny Tim 

– ‘who did not die.’


