
Year 7 Geography Topic 1: Changing Places. How and why do places change?

Keywords

Contour lines - brown lines on a map showing the 

relief (height and shape) of the landscape

Grid references - a blue grid used to pinpoint 

exact locations on a map

Commuter town - a place where people live who 

travel some distance to go to work.

Settlement - a place where people have inhabited 

(live)

Function - the main purpose of a settlement

Urban- highly populated areas such a towns or 

cities

Rural - sparsely populated areas such as the 

countryside

Gentrification - when an area is redeveloped and 

upgraded, attracting richer people and often 

displacing poorer tenants.

Sustainable - using resources now but keeping 

them secure for future generations, in a way that 

does not destroy the environment

Favela- a slum or shanty in Brazil

Infrastructure -refers to the built environment. 

This includes buildings and transport, as well as 

electricity, gas, water and sanitation connections.

Favelas: What are the opportunities and challenges? Complete the columns

Opportunities

Education

Challenges

Sanitation

Gentrification of Monton

Pros: improved infrastructure and quality of life

Fewer vacant shops

Crime rate drops

Higher revenue for businesses

Cons: House prices rise, hard for younger 

people to buy

Loss of identity

Increase in traffic

BedZed Sustainable Housing

BedZed is an example of sustainable urban 

living:

❏ Rainwater collection

❏ Wind driven ventilation

❏ Triple glazed south facing windows to 

save on heating

❏ Solar panels

❏ Growing their own fruit & veg

❏ Using moss and plants as natural 

insulation

My local area

Walkden: Built on coal, allowed industry to 

develop and provide jobs= Industrial town

After the coal mines closed, evolved (function 

changed) into a commuter town due to its 

proximity to Manchester



Read 

Top Ten Sustainable Cities:

https://www.lux-review.com/top-10-

sustainable-cities-around-the-world/

History of Walkden website

http://wa.btck.co.uk

Watch

Inside Rio’s favelas, the city’s 

neglected neighborhoods
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3BRTlH

FpBU

Listen 

“Are Smart cities dumb?” - BBC 

World, The Inquiry 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes

/w3cswqvq

Homework

1: Knowledge Organisers

These provide the basic knowledge for each topic which 

needs to be known off by heart. This may include, key 

words, key concepts, costs and benefits.

2: Meanwhile, elsewhere

What we learn in our lessons only offers a glimpse of the 

world. To widen our understanding, one page research 

sheets will be used to explore what else was going on 

around the world at the same time as the topic we are 

studying. These need to be researched using the links 

and resources provided and completed.

3: Revision

Preparing for Geography assessments is an essential 

part of each topic, as these assessments allow teachers 

and pupils the chance to check their progress in 

Geography. Revising gives you the chance to show off 

what you know.

https://www.lux-review.com/top-10-sustainable-cities-around-the-world/
http://wa.btck.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3BRTlHFpBU
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3cswqvq


Year 7 Geography Topic 2: UK River landscapes How do rivers change the landscape in the UK?

Keywords

Precipitation: water droplets fall to the

ground as rain, hail

Source: The beginning of the river

Mouth: The point where a river enters the

sea

Confluence: The point where two rivers

meet

Meander: Bends in the course of a river

Infiltration: plant roots absorb rainfall

Throughflow: Water travels through the soil

to the river

Long Profile: Shows changes in the river

course from source to mouth

Erosion: Processes which wear away the

river bed and banks

Deposition: Material which is dropped as a

river flow slows down

Flood: When a river has too much water in

its

Floodplain: Flat area of land next to a river

which floods

Depressions: Large storms which bring

heavy rainfall

River engineering: Strategies used to

reduce flood risk

Hard Engineering Soft Engineering

Dam: these are concreted structures built across the 

river channel the help to slow and control the flow of 

the water downstream

Channel straightening: this is when meanders and 
taken out of the river and a wider, straighter channel 
allowing the water to flow quickly.

Dredging: removing sediments from the river
channel, this increases volume of water which the
river can hold reducing flood risk.

Afforestation (planting trees) along the banks of
rivers can reduce flooding as the vegetation
intercepts the rain water

York Floods

Causes

● Urbanisation

● Deforestation

● Depressions

● River Foss and River 

Ouse confluence

Effects

● 250 people evacuated

● 1800 properties at risk of 

flooding

● Foss barrier pumping 

station was overwhelmed 

with water

Responses

● Foss barrier raised

● £45 Million to build flood 

defences

● Building embankments 

along the channel to 

reduce flood risk

Identify the types of erosion



Read 

When the rivers run dry - Fred 

Pearce

Horrible Geography - Rivers

Watch

Earth’s Great Rivers 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes

/b0bx73p5

Our Planet - BBC

Listen 

Podcast: Geography Ninja

Homework

1: Knowledge Organisers

These provide the basic knowledge for each topic which 

needs to be known off by heart. This may include, key 

words, key concepts, costs and benefits.

2: Meanwhile, elsewhere

What we learn in our lessons only offers a glimpse of the 

world. To widen our understanding, one page research 

sheets will be used to explore what else was going on 

around the world at the same time as the topic we are 

studying. These need to be researched using the links 

and resources provided and completed.

3: Revision

Preparing for Geography assessments is an essential 

part of each topic, as these assessments allow teachers 

and pupils the chance to check their progress in 

Geography. Revising gives you the chance to show off 

what you know.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0bx73p5

