
GCSE Knowledge Organiser: 

America 1920-1973

Key Events
1 1920 Prohibition: Prohibition is introduced, following on from Volstead Act, banning  

the selling, making or transportation of alcohol . This leads to problems in 

enforcement, the growth of organised crime and its eventual repeal in 1933.

2 1921 Immigration Quota Act: A limit is set  of 350,000 on the number of immigrants 

allowed into America. America’s ‘open door’ policy for immigrants has ended. 

3 1924 Ford Hits 10 million: The Ford Motor Company sells its 10 millionth Model T 

car using the assembly lines and so contributes to the American boom

4 1929 End of the Boom: The US stock market on Wall Street, New York, crashes  and 

the  Great Depression begins

5 1932 1932 Presidential Election: Hoover and Roosevelt face off in a presidential 

election. Roosevelt promises America a New Deal which will end the 

Depression. He wins with a massive majority of 7 million votes and starts his 

New Deal.

6 1941 America Enters World War II Following the Japanese attacks on Pearl Harbour 

the USA declares war on Japan and Germany. This increases the need for 

munitions and war materials. 14 million Americans find work in the factories 

producing war goods. Others find work in the armed forces. The Depression 

comes to an end. 

7 1950 Beginning of McCarthyism McCarthy addresses a Republican meeting and 

states that he has the names of 205 communists who are working in the State 

Department, which dealt with foreign affairs. The accusations takes the country 

by storm and contributes to the Red Scare.

8 1964 Civil Rights Act ends segregation in public places and banns employment 

discrimination on the basis of race, colour, religion, sex or national origin.  After 

years of civil unrest progress has been made.

9 1973 Roe vs Wade landmark case in the womens ‘rights movement in America that 

makes it legal for women to have an abortion for an unwanted pregnancy.

Key Words

1. Economic Boom

A period in a country’s history when the vast majority of businesses 

are doing well, sales are high, wages are rising, and unemployment 

is low.

2. Assembly Line
A production line in a factory where goods are produced in large 
numbers.

3. Isolationism

The idea that America should not play an important role in 

European concerns, but concentrate instead on what is happening 
domestically.

4. Laissez-faire
A French phrase meaning ‘leave alone’; a policy that limited the 
government’s role in people’s lives or in the running of businesses

5. New Deal

A series of government programmes enacted by President Franklin 

D Roosevelt to improve the economy and the lives of Americans 
during the Great Depression. 

6.
Alphabet 

Agencies

A group of organisations created for the New Deal. These dealt with 

Roosevelt’s 3 Rs. Relief, Recovery and Reform. 

7. Lend Lease
Sending of weapons to American allies during WWII. $10 billion of 

goods are sent to America’s allies. 

8. Jim Crow Laws
State and local laws that enforced racial segregation in the 

Southern United States.

9. Black Power

Political name for various associated ideologies aimed at achieving 

self-determination for African Americans in the United States e.g. 

Black Panthers

10. American Dream

A house in the suburbs, a steady job, a few kids and ‘keeping up 

with the Jones’”. Spending rather than saving was accepted as 
normal. Shopping became a popular recreational activity. 

11. ‘Great Society’
LBJ’s set of domestic reforms launched in 1964-65 with the goal of 

eliminating poverty and racial injustice. 

12. ‘New Frontier’
JFK’s ideas for social reform urging Americans to rise to new 

challenges such as achieving equality for all. 
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Planning and preparation: Homework for America 1920-1973

Watch

∙ Witness Black History Podcasts. Interviews with people who were there at 

key moments in black and civil rights history

∙ PBS Freedom Riders is the powerful harrowing and ultimately inspirational 

story of six months in 1961 that changed America forever (youtube)

∙ The Butler (2011)

The Help (2011)

Selma (2014)

Mississippi burning (1988)

Podcasts

∙ https://www.history.org.uk/podcasts/categories/430/podcast/534/the-

united-states-in-the-1920s A History of the United States by Professor Peter 

Fearon. Produced by Simon Brown. A collection of podcasts that very useful 

for the whole topic.

∙ https://www.missedinhistory.com/ A useful collection of podcast that cover a range 

of topics. 

∙ https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09xk0tf Songs of the Civil Rights 

Movement telling the stories of the songs behind the civil rights movement to 

mark the 50th anniversary of Dr Martin Luther King's death.

∙ Versus History features History teachers debating historical arguments. It’s 

aimed at A Level as well as GCSE, so stretch yourself! There are episodes 

on all sorts of topics, the easiest way to browse is to press ‘Control F’ and 

search key words on this page http://www.versushistory.com/podcasts.html

Websites

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zppk2hv

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/usa/

http://www.johndclare.net/America1.htm

http://www.activehistory.co.uk/Miscellaneous/menus/GCSE/Interwar_Europe_1929.

htm

There are three types of homework set for the GCSE 

America unit:

1. Knowledge Organisers 

These provide the basic knowledge for each topic. 

This may include a timeline, key words, key 

concepts and summaries. These are tested in 

weekly quizzes.

2. Read Watch Listen 

A selection of clips, podcasts and websites about 

the content of the unit are available to supplement 

and enhance your learning. One should be 

accessed a fortnight to increase your understanding 

of topics studied.   

3. Revision

Preparing for history assessments is an essential 

part of each topic as each assessment allows 

teachers and students to see their progress in 

history. It is crucial this revision is done so that our 

students can show what they know.
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