
GCSE Knowledge Organiser: Conflict and tension between East and West 

1945-1972

Key Events
1 1945 Atom bombs are dropped by USA on the Japanese cities of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki leading to the end of WWII.

2 1945-47 Soviet Expansion into Eastern Europe begins as the Red Army 

remains in eastern European countries that have been liberated from 

Nazi control. Communist governments are installed as opponents are 

executed and elections are rigged.

3 1948-9 Berlin Blockade and Airlift reflects the increased  tension between 

East and West and proves containment is working.

4 1950-53 The Korean War : a proxy war  begins between North and South 

Korea (North supported by USSR and China, South supported by 

USA). 

5 1956

Hungarian Uprising Protesters in Hungary call for new freedoms and 

greater independence. This is put down brutally by the USSR.

6 1950s

The arms race continues  more advanced weapons are developed  

on both sides  including the hydrogen bomb  to raise tensions further

7 1960 U2 Crisis : American U2 spy plane shot down over Russia and pilot, 

Gary Powers, captured. When Paris Peace Summit meets 13 days 

later, Khrushchev demands Eisenhower apologises. Eisenhower 

refuses so Khrushchev storms out.

8 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis: US sets up naval blockade to prevent Soviet 

ships delivering missiles to Cuba. Khrushchev warns US that Soviets 

would see it as an act of war. Tense stand off for 10 days between 

countries until countries agree to remove missile for countries within 
range. 

9 1971 Detente and SALT 1 Detente was the cooling of tensions between 

US and USSR under the leadership of Nixon and Brezhnev. SALT 1 
was a conference where the Anti Ballistic Missile Treaty was signed.

Key Words

1. Cold War
Term used to describe the tensions between the Soviet Union  
and the West 1945-1991

2. Capitalism The economic system followed by the West during the Cold war. 
People have the right to start/own businesses in a free market.

3.
Communism

An economic and political system in which there is no private 

ownership, people contribute based on their ability and take only 

what they need.

4. Eastern Bloc
Group of countries in Eastern Europe that were allied because of 

shared interests during the Cold War.

5. United Nations
International organisation founded in 1945 to stop conflict and 

encourage cooperation between countries.

6. Domino Theory
Theory followed in the USA from Eisenhower onwards that when 

one country falls to Communism, its neighbours would  fall too, 
like dominoes.

7. Proxy War
An indirect war between the superpowers where the USA or 

USSR fund the other enemy eg Korean War, Vietnam War.

8.
de-Stalinisation

The period after Stalin's death in which Khrushchev 
tried to make changes to the USSR

9.
Unilateral 
disarmament

The policy of giving up nuclear weapons without an agreement an 

agreement from other countries to do the same

10.
Detente

French word meaning release of tension. Used to describe the 

easing of hostilities between US and USSR under the leadership 

of Nixon and Brezhnev.



Homework for Conflict and tension between East and West 1945-1972

There are three types of homework set for 

the GCSE America unit:

1. Knowledge Organisers 

These provide the basic knowledge for 

each topic. This may include a timeline, 

key words, key concepts and 

summaries. These are tested in weekly 

quizzes.

2. Read Watch Listen 

A selection of clips, podcasts and 

websites about the content of the unit 

are available to supplement and 

enhance your learning. One should be 

accessed a fortnight to increase your 

understanding of topics studied.   

3. Revision

Preparing for history assessments is an 

essential part of each topic as each 

assessment allows teachers and 

students to see their progress in 

history. It is crucial this revision is done 

so that our students can show what 

they know.

Read 

Odd Arne Westad: ‘The Cold War A World History’

Watch

**‘CNN Cold War’ YouTube – 24 part in-depth documentary 

series covering the Cold War. Could be especially useful to 

watch an episode on any event you are not confident on.

The World at War: iconic series on WW2. Episode 24 and 

Episode 25 are very relevant to your course, look on 

YouTube.

Busting the Berlin Wall: Amazing Escape Stories. Google it. 

Listen 

Podcasts

**Versus History features History teachers debating historical 

arguments. It’s aimed at A Level as well as GCSE, so stretch 

yourself! There are episodes on all sorts of topics, the easiest 

way to browse is to press ‘Control F’ and search key words 

on this page http://www.versushistory.com/podcasts.html

History Rocks: Short 15 minute podcasts on the Cold War. A 

Level focused but still great to challenge yourself and build-up 

in-depth knowledge. 

GCSE History Revision Podcast (has an image of Nixon 

looking grumpy: scroll through their back catalogue for Cold 

War and Germany.

Dan Snow’s History Hit: Browse back catalogue for Cold War 

and range of topics. https://www.historyhit.com/podcasts/

Key People

Joseph Stalin -

1924–1953 - USSR

Nikita Khrushchev -

1955–1964. -USSR

Leonid Brezhnev -

1964–1982. - USSR

Harry S. Truman -

1945–1953. - USA

Dwight D. 

Eisenhower - 1953–

1961. - USA

John F. Kennedy -

1961–1963. - USA

Lyndon B. Johnson

- 1963–1968. - USA

Richard Nixon -

1969–1974. - USA

Winston Churchill

1940-1945   & 1951-

1955 UK

Clement Attlee

1945-1951 UK
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