
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England
Timeline of Key Events

Date Event

450 Following the departure of the Romans the Anglo-Saxons begin to arrive 

in Britain. They establish 7 kingdoms, known as the Heptarchy

595 The monk, Augustine, arrives in Britain to convert the Saxons from 

Germanic Paganism to  Christianity.

878 Alfred, King of Wessex defeats the Vikings at the Battle of Edington. 

Saving Anglo-Saxon England from annihilation.

918 Following the death of his sister, Aethelflaed, King Edward the Elder 

assumes power in Mercia. He controls all of Southern England.

927 King Athelstan, conquers Viking controlled Northumbria becoming the 

first King of a united England.

1016 The Viking Cnut, becomes King of England. The Saxon kings sons, 

Edward and Alfred flee to Normandy and live in exile.

1042 Edward the Confessor becomes King of England, restoring Anglo-Saxon 

power in England.

Jan 1066 Edward the Confessor dies, Harold Godwinson becomes king after being 

promised the throne by Edward on his deathbed.

Sep 1066 King Harold stops the invasion of  Harald Haardrada at the Battle of 

Stamford Bridge

Oct 1066 King Harold is defeated and killed at the Battle of Hastings by William. 

The Norman Conquest has begun.

Dec 1066 William is crowned King of England on Christmas Day 1066.

1069 Thj ne North of England rises in revolt against the rule of William. William 

responds with the Harrying of the North. Burning crops and villages, 

100,000 die in the onslaught

1071 The revolt of Hereward the Wake is defeated by William. This was the last 

Anglo-Saxon rebellion.

1087 William dies in Normandy. He is succeeded by his son William II as King 

of England and by his eldest son, Robert, as Duke of Normandy.
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Key Vocabulary

Ealdorman

/Earl

High ranking nobles in Anglo-Saxon and later, Norman 

England. They ruled areas of land and fought for the king.

Heptarchy The collective name for the seven Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms of 

England

Germanic 

Paganism

The religion which the Anglo-Saxons believed in prior to their 

conversion to Christianity. Gods included Woden and Thunor

Fryd The Anglo-Saxon peasant army. These were raised in times of 

war.

Burgh Fortified towns in Anglo-Saxon England.

Earldom An area of land ruled by an earl.

Fealty Swearing loyalty to an overlord

Vassall Someone who pledges loyalty and services to an overlord

Feudal 

System
The form of government in Norman England, at the top was the 

king who held all the land in England.

Harrying To persistently carry out attacks

Serfdom The practice of peasants being tied to the land. They worked 

their lord's land and could not leave it without their permission.

The Heptarchy
Map of the Norman Conquest



Year 9 History Homeworks

1: Knowledge Organisers

These provide the basic knowledge for each topic which 

needs to be known off by heart. This may include a 

timeline, key words, key concepts and summaries.

2: Meanwhile, elsewhere

What we learn in our lessons only offers a small glimpse 

of the past. To widen our understanding, one page 

research sheets will be used to explore what else was 

going on around the world at the same time as the topic 

we are studying. These need to be researched using the 

links and resources provided and completed.

3: Revision

Preparing for history assessments is an essential part of 

each topic, as these assessments allow teachers and 

pupils the chance to check their progress in History. 

Revising gives you the chance to show off what you 

know.


