
THE GUARDIAN  - CONTEXT (product)

● The Guardian is a British national daily newspaper with 

an average daily circulation of roughly 189,000 copies of 

their print edition in the UK.

● The Guardian newspaper targets a well educated, 

relatively young, predominantly male and liberal 

audience.

● The demographic is 89% ABC1. Fifty two percent of 

Guardian readers are male, and the average reader age 

is 44.

● The Guardian has a UK online edition which has over 

42.6 million readers (as of October 2014).

● In 2006, The Guardian went through a complete 

redesign. It became smaller, had a new typeface and 

balanced the longer pieces of journalism out with many 

shorter stories. The reasons for this were twofold: to 

adapt to what was going on in the market (The 

Independent and The Times had already changed to a 

tabloid format) and to adapt to people’s reading habits, 

with people now having little time to spare and 

increasingly ‘reading on the go’.

THE GUARDIAN - CONTEXT (political)

● On 23rd June 2016, citizens of the UK voted to leave the European Union (EU). 

This was nicknamed ‘Brexit’.

● The vote was very close with 51.9% voting leave and 48.1% voting remain. This 

reflects the contentious and divisive nature of the referendum.

● The campaigns before the referendum were quite aggressive. The leave camp was 

accused of fueling racism and xenophobia (fear of foreigners), and the remain camp 

was accused of ‘betraying Britain’.

● Boris Johnson and the other politicians featured in the photo were very fervent 

Leave campaigners. One of their catchphrases was to label the economic concerns 

of the remain party ‘Project Fear’ while they called theirs ‘Project Prosperity’.

● The economy was a key element in both campaigns. After the financial crash of 

2008, the state of the national and global economy became a popular concern.

● Popular entrepreneurs like James Dyson supported leaving the EU and insisted it 

would be good for UK businesses, especially smaller companies. This appeals to 

‘populist nationalists’ who believe the EU takes control from the ‘common man’.

● Alan Sugar (host of The Apprentice ) insisted Brexit would be terrible for the UK 

economy, because without the trade deals, big businesses would move abroad.

● Britain’s plan to leave the EU, and especially to limit migration, found support from 

other EU nations unhappy with their position. One such country is Hungary, whose 

prime minister, Viktor Orbán , has directly challenged the EU about migration 

issues. This has led to direct conflict between Órban and the EU.

THE GUARDIAN - CONTEXT (cultural)

A reliable topic to attract especially middle class (ABC1) audience is health. This demographic has disposable income to spend on healthier food, gym 

memberships etc. Many newspapers aimed at this audience, both left and right wing, feature stories about the latest scientific studies and reports about how to 

live longer, healthier lives. Often these stories are noteworthy because they contradict or complicate a popular health belief e.g. that too much dairy is bad for 

our health.



Homework Tasks Extended Reading/Viewing

● Revise the key terms glossary to prepare for a class 

terminology/spelling assessment. Glossary will be 

on Google Classroom

● Choose one task from the ‘Ways to use Knowledge 

Organisers’ to revise the content of this knowledge 

organiser.

● Read the articles on Google Classroom which give 

you further insight into the context and 

understanding of The Sun newspaper. Be prepared 

to complete a Kahoot or class assessment for your 

next lesson.

● Use the theories handout to read over the following 

relevant theories: Propp’s theory, Hall’s Reception 

Theory, Levi-Strauss’s binary opposition theory, 

Uses and Gratifications theory, Mulvey’s female 

gaze theory and Young and Rubicam’s consumer 

groups.

Exam board factsheet: 
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2016-17/16-17_1-

26/Guardian.pdf

Exam board glossary:

http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2016-

17/gft/eduqas/mediastudies/GCSE%20media%20studies%20Glossa

ry.pdf

Articles on Brexit:
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/b/brexit.asp

https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2016-17/16-17_1-26/Guardian.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2016-17/gft/eduqas/mediastudies/GCSE media studies Glossary.pdf
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/b/brexit.asp

