
THE SUN  - CONTEXT (product)

● The Sun is a British tabloid daily newspaper owned by 

Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp. 

● It was originally published six days a week until News 

Corp. also started producing The Sun on Sunday in 

February 2012 to replace the News of the World. 

● With an average daily circulation of roughly 1.6 million 

copies of their print edition in the UK and a daily 

readership of around 4.1 million 

http://www.newsworks.org.uk/The-Sun), The Sun has the 

largest circulation of any daily print newspaper in the UK

● On 23rd June 2016, citizens of the UK voted to leave the 

European Union. This was nicknamed ‘Brexit’. The vote 

was very close with 51.9% voting leave and 48.1% voting 

remain.

● This reflects the divisive nature of the referendum and 

the sometimes problematic nature of the campaigns e,g. 

the Leave camp was accused of fuelling racism and 

xenophobia (fear of strangers), and the Remain camp was 

accused of ‘betraying Britain’ (nationalism). 

● Almost two years later (on the date this edition of The 

Sun was published) different factions were still arguing. 

The Prime Minister, Theresa May attempted to put a bill 

through Parliament to approve her plan for Brexit, but 

many MPs (from both sides) were critical.

THE SUN - CONTEXT (historical and social)

● The Sun started life as a broadsheet in 1964, becoming a tabloid in 

1969 after being purchased by its current owners.

● Sex was an important feature of the paper’s marketing strategy and the 

first topless page 3 model appeared in November 1970. This soon 

became a regular feature of the paper and has been an area of 

contention for some people.

● The Sun has always been  considered controversial in terms of its 

output, partly due to its over-reliance on sensational news and partly 

due to complete fabrication for the sake of a story (“Freddie Starr Ate My 

Hamster”, 1986). It has also maintained an ‘anti-elitist’ agenda where it 

regularly exposes the sex or drug scandals of celebrities or authority 

figures. 

● In the past few years there has been a surge in ‘populist nationalism’. 

This is a political ideology that distrusts ‘experts’, statistics and 

mainstream politicians in favour of returning control to ‘the common 

people’ (populist). In many countries across the world, there has  been a 

rise in nationalism; the belief that your country and customs are superior 

to all others.

● Nationalism could be seen as pride in your country’s culture, traditions 

and achievements. Negatively, the dismissal or fear of other cultures 

could be viewed as xenophobia or racism. The Sun is right wing, and 

part of its brand is to support a nationalist ideology - especially in 

sporting events and stories about the royal family, but also extending 

into politics. 



Homework Tasks Extended Reading/Viewing

● Revise the key terms glossary to prepare for a class 

terminology/spelling assessment. Glossary will be 

on Google Classroom

● Choose one task from the ‘Ways to use Knowledge 

Organisers’ to revise the content of this knowledge 

organiser.

● Read the articles on Google Classroom which give 

you further insight into the context and 

understanding of The Sun newspaper. Be prepared 

to complete a Kahoot or class assessment for your 

next lesson.

● Use the theories handout to read over the following 

relevant theories: Propp’s theory, Hall’s Reception 

Theory, Levi-Strauss’s binary opposition theory, 

Uses and Gratifications theory, Mulvey’s female 

gaze theory and Young and Rubicam’s consumer 

groups.

Exam board factsheet:
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2018-

19/18-19_3-4/The-sun.pdf

Exam board glossary:

http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2016-

17/gft/eduqas/mediastudies/GCSE%20media%20studies%20Glossa

ry.pdf

Articles on Brexit:
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/b/brexit.asp

https://www.thesun.co.uk/topic/brexit/page/3/

The Sun:
https://www.historic-newspapers.co.uk/blog/sun-newspaper-history/

https://www.ukessays.com/essays/english-language/brief-history-of-

the-sun-newspaper-english-language-essay.php

https://www.goal.com/en-gb/news/why-the-sun-is-hated-by-liverpool-

fans-banned-in-many-places/2hrhnj5tch2r1ae7tllvac6fb

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/opinion/ian-burrell-its-

untrustworthy-so-why-do-people-still-buy-the-sun-8143355.html

http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2018-19/18-19_3-4/The-sun.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2016-17/gft/eduqas/mediastudies/GCSE media studies Glossary.pdf
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/b/brexit.asp
https://www.thesun.co.uk/topic/brexit/page/3/
https://www.historic-newspapers.co.uk/blog/sun-newspaper-history/
https://www.ukessays.com/essays/english-language/brief-history-of-the-sun-newspaper-english-language-essay.php
https://www.goal.com/en-gb/news/why-the-sun-is-hated-by-liverpool-fans-banned-in-many-places/2hrhnj5tch2r1ae7tllvac6fb
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/opinion/ian-burrell-its-untrustworthy-so-why-do-people-still-buy-the-sun-8143355.html

