
Philosophy, Religion & Ethics – Y8 Life After Death : Knowledge Organiser

Key Vocabulary 

● Atheist – Someone who does not believe in God

● Agnostic – Someone who is looking for more evidence to prove or disprove    

Gods existence

● Theist – Someone who believes that God exists

● Heaven – A paradise, place of eternal rest

● Hell – separation from God, ‘eternal punishment

● Judgement – Life is a test, God will judge actions

● Ensoulment – The moment in which the human being gains a soul.

● Ghosts – The soul or spirit of a dead 

● Reincarnation – a belief that the soul/spirit of something is reborn into another 

being after death.

● Immortality of the soul  - belief that the soul/spirit continues after death.

● Near Death Experience (NDE’s) – When someone who was close to death wakes 

up and claims to have a temporary experience of the afterlife  

Christian Beliefs about life after death:
Christians believe that:

The resurrection of Jesus proves that there is ‘Life after death. 

The soul is immortal 

That physical death is the beginning of a new spiritual existence

At the end of time God will raise everyone and judge them. Christians

whose sins are forgiven will go to heaven.

Those who sin and do not repent will go to hell

Some Christians believe that when we die has been decided by God. They believe that 

we will go to heaven if they have led a good life and believe in the life and teachings of 

Jesus. In heaven, they believe that they will have eternal life with God. 

What do Christians believe about purgatory?

Purgatory is said to be a place where the remaining sins are purged so that the person 

might achieve the status of going to, or being worthy to enter, heaven. The Catholic

Church teaches about the existence of Purgatory.

Hindu ReincarnationChristian Teachings– Afterlife and the soul

There are many references in holy scriptures that discuss the concept of life after 

death. After God made Adam he ‘breathed life (soul) into him making humans in the 

‘image of God’ (Genesis ch1)

Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (Matthew ch25 v31) - In this parable Jesus uses 

the example of a shepherd who separates his sheep from his goats in order to help his 

followers understand what judgement will be like. 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 

glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats”.

Rich man and Lazarus (Luke ch16 v 25) - In the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, 

the rich man does nothing while alive to help Lazarus, a poor beggar, and when he 

dies the rich man goes to Hell whilst Lazarus goes to Heaven. While in Hell the rich 

man asks Abraham for some relief and he is declined, in the same way that he did 

nothing to help Lazarus. He also asks Abraham if he can go and warn his brothers, but 

once again is declined, as his brothers have the prophets to listen to.

The amount of good 

works/actions

Following your 

‘DHARMA’ (duty) that 

you perform. 

The more good 

actions ‘KARMA’ you 

build up in your 

ATMAN (soul/spirit) 

during your life the 

better your rebirth. 

A continual cycle of birth > death > rebirth

If your atman has 

better KARMA than 

the previous life then 

you will be reborn into 

a higher life form. 

Eventually your 

atman will not be 

reborn into another 

body. 

MOKSHA – release from Samsara and be at one with Brahman.



Year 8 PRE Homework

1: Knowledge Organisers
These provide the basic knowledge for the  topic which needs to be 

digested and developed as part of your homework tasks. This might  

include creating your own mind maps, development of key words and 

their meanings, review of key concepts and summaries.

2: Connecting with other religions
What we learn in our lessons only offers a small glimpse of Christian and 

Hindu beliefs about life after death. To widen your understanding, 

research sheets will be used to explore other religions and their beliefs 

and teachings that link to the topic we are studying. Making connections 

between the different religions is an important skill in PRE.

• Buddhist beliefs about life after death - Nirvana

• Islamic beliefs about life after death – Judgement day

3: Revision
Preparing for PRE assessments is an essential part of each topic, these 

assessments allow us to check on your progress in PRE. Revising gives 

you the chance to show off what you know and helps you to identify what 

you need to revisit. 

Read, Watch, Listen

Read
Conversations with the Spirit by 

Robert H Skye

Heaven is for real by Todd Burpo

The Apostles Creed

Watch
Netflix – The Story of God - Afterlife, 

with Morgan Freeman.

You Tube – Past Lives: Stories of 

Reincarnation

Film - Heaven is for real

Film - Coco

Listen
BBC Religion Podcast: In our Time: 

The Nicene Creed.

The Past Lives Podcast Episode113 

– Changzhen Li

Hymns – Amazing Grace

Lord of all hopefulness


