
Religious Teachings 

Different denominations interpret the teachings about marriage and 

divorce differently.

Some Christians believe that marriage is the only acceptable way for 

Christians to have a sexual relationship:-

“...a man will leave his father and mother and be united with his wife, 

and the two will become one flesh” (Mark ch10:6-8)

Christians believe that marriage is forever:-

“....what God has joined together, let no man separate” (Mark 10:9-10)

In Genesis it teaches Christians about the equality of men and women 

as they were created at the same time and were both created in the 

image of God. “So God created man in his own image, in the image of 

God he created him; male and female he created them” (Gen ch1:27)

In the Bible it teaches Christians about honesty in relationships:

“Do not commit adultery” (Exodus ch20)

Christians believe that divorce is a sin:-

“...Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits 

adultery” (Mark 10:11)
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Key Vocabulary 

● Adultery

● Church

● Cohabitation

● Commitment

● Contraception

● Divorce

● Gender equality

● Monogamy

● Procreation

● Responsibilities

● Roles

● Sacraments

● Spouse

Christian beliefs about the importance of marriage
Jesus believed in monogamy and that marriage should be between a 

man and a woman. The Christian Church follows Jesus in teaching that

God created woman and man for each other and that marriage is a life 

long relationship. 

The Christian Church teaches that God created marriage:-

• So that a couple can have a lifelong relationship of love and faithfulness.

• So that a couple can have the support and comfort of each other and enjoy sex in the 

way God intended for procreation of children.

• So that children can be brought up in a Christian family

• As a way for the couple to show their love for each other and to gain God’s grace to help 

them in their married life.

Marriage is one of the seven sacraments of the Catholic and Orthodox churches, because of 

this, Catholic marriage involves not just the bride and groom and also God himself. 

Types of Family

Nuclear – the most common type of family in modern Britain is 

two parents and one or more children living in the same 

household. 

Extended – A number of adults and children who are related to 

each other living in the same home e.g. cousins, aunts, uncles 

or grandparents. 

Reconstituted – A mixture of step parents & step-children, also 

known as blended families.

Single Parent – Where one parent raises a child/children on 

their own. 

Childless – Where a married or 

cohabiting couple do not have children,

either through choice or naturally. 

Divorce

Attitudes to divorce in society have changed greatly since the 1950’s. 

New laws in the UK have made it easier to obtain a divorce. Equal rights 

laws have meant that women would be treated fairly and would be able to 

be financially independent after divorce. 

There is a split of views in the church on the matter of divorce. The 

Roman Catholic Church do not allow religious divorce or remarriage. 

Catholics see marriage as a sacrament and the exchange of vows means 

that the only way the marriage can end (religiously) is by the death of one 

of the partners or if the marriage is annulled. The Catholic Church does 

not allow divorce so therefore they cannot remarry. 

It would be regarded as a very serious sin, breaking the 

commandment “thou shalt not commit adultery”.

The Anglican Church takes a more liberal view and 

although they still view divorce as wrong they will allow it if 

the marriage has broken down. They believe that there are 

certain situations where Christians must choose ‘the lesser of two evils’

If a marriage has broke down the the effects on the rest of the family 

including the children would be a greater evil than  the ‘evil’ of divorce.

Attitudes towards sex and 

contraception

Sex is a natural part of life and is 

essential for reproduction and 

continuation of the human race 

Christians believe that sex should take 

place within marriage.

Sex is viewed as a gift from God, it is 

holy and sacred.

Contraception is accepted by most 

Christians within marriage for family 

planning purposes. Most Roman 

Catholics disagree with artificial 

methods of contraception due to 

Natural Law, which determines that 

every time sexual intercourse takes 

place there should be the possibility of 

a new life. They do accept natural 

methods within marriage. 



Year 10 Religious Studies Homework

1: Knowledge Organisers
These provide the basic knowledge for the  topic which needs to be 

digested and developed as part of your homework tasks. This might  

include creating your own revision cards, development of key words and 

their meanings, review of key concepts and summaries.

2: Connecting with other religions
What we learn in lessons offers understanding of the key Christian 

beliefs. To widen your understanding, research sheets will be used to 

explore other religious and non-religious views and their teachings on the 

topic we are studying. Making connections between the different religions 

is an important skill at GCSE Religious Studies.

• Jewish beliefs about marriage

• Non-Religious views on marriage and relationships

3: Revision
Preparing for Religious Studies assessments is an essential part of each 

topic, these assessments allow us to check on your progress in the 

course. Revising gives you the chance to show off what you know and 

helps you to identify what you need to revisit. Each unit will have an end 

of topic test where you will identify strengths and areas of development.

Read, Watch, Listen

Read
God, Gender, Sex & Marriage by 

Mandy Ford

WJEC Eduqas GCSE 9-1 

Religious Studies Route A – by 

Joy White etal

Watch
True Tube – Christian Marriage 

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/christi

an-marriage

Mr McMillan ReVis – Sex & Marriage

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H

_pxzT8YO60

Listen
BBC Religion Podcast: Marriage: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p

00548c2

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/christian-marriage
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_pxzT8YO60
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00548c2

