
Marxism

A theory developed by Marx and Engels that describes society as 

being in a state of conflict between the ruling class (bourgeoisie) and 

the workers (proletariat) who work for them. The whole of society is 

organised in ways that benefit the ruling class and allow them to 

exploit the workers. Marxist sociologists thing that the structure of 

society causes inequality and are interested in exposing and 

studying these systems of exploitation.

Functionalism

A theory developed by Durkheim that describes society as being in a 

state of balance or agreement (consensus). Each aspect of society 

serves a function that helps maintain society as a whole but also 

acting as a ‘social glue’ that keeps people together as a group. 

Without this social glue, people feel they are disconnected from 

wider society and experience anomie. Functionalist sociologists are 

interested in studying the ways in which different aspects of society 

function to maintain consensus and prevent anomie (a breakdown of 

norms).

Feminism

A theory developed by many different people, mostly women, that 

describes society as an unequal relationship between men and 

women that keeps them in a state of conflict. The whole of society is 

organised in ways that keep power in the hands of men (even 

though not all men may benefit from this power, or it may even be 

harmful to men). This system is called the patriarchy. Feminist 

sociologists are interested in exposing and studying this system of 

power and exploitation and showing how it affects women.

Interactionism

A micro theory developed by a number of sociologists that focuses 

not on looking at society as a whole but instead looks at how people 

interpret the world around them and interact with each other. Our 

lives are made up of social interactions that communicate what we 

mean to other people and try to make sense of what they are 

meaning. Interactionist sociologists are interested in studying how 

people communicate with and interact with each other to share ideas 

of culture, norms and values.

Weberianism

A theory developed by Weber that describes society as being in a 

state of conflict between those with status, wealth and power and 

those without. Weberian sociologists are interested in studying 

where power, wealth and status exists in society and how they are 

used by people.

The Sociological Approach 

Key term Definition

society A group of people who share a culture or a way of life 

culture The whole way of life of a particular society or social 

group. Culture includes the values, norms, customs, 

beliefs, knowledge, skills and language of a group in 

society 

Social structures The different ‘parts’ (institutions) that make up society, 

such as families, education and stratification systems 

Social processes Processes in society that involve interactions between 

individuals, groups and social structures, e.g 

socialisation 

values Beliefs and ideas  about what is seen as desirable or 

worth striving for in a society. Values such as privacy 

and respect for life provide general guidelines for 

behaviour 

Norms The rules that define appropriate and expected 

behaviour in particular social settings. 

socialisation The process through which people learn the culture, 

norms and values  of the group or society they were 

born into

capitalism An economic system that generates extreme wealth 

for the bourgeoisie 

Means of production The raw materials and tools used in the production 

process. Under capitalism, these include property, 

factories and machinery. 



Homework

1: Knowledge Organisers

These provide the basic knowledge for 

each topic which needs to be known 

off by heart. This may include key 

concepts, key theories and the named 

sociologists and their research 

findings for each topic.

2: Meanwhile, elsewhere

What we learn in our lessons only 

offers a glimpse of the world. To widen 

our understanding, one page research 

sheets will be used to explore what 

else is going on around the world in 

contemporary society to match the 

topics we are studying. These need to 

be researched using the links and 

resources provided and completed.

3: Revision

Preparing for Sociology assessments 

is an essential part of each topic, as 

these assessments allow teachers and 

pupils the chance to check their 

progress in Sociology. Revising gives 

you the chance to show off what you 

know.

Read:
● Feral: The children raised by wolves 

https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20151012-feral-the-children-
raised-by-wolves

● Classic Texts: Karl Marx "Selected Writings" 1857-1867 
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/classic-texts-karl-marx-
selected-writings-1857-1867

● Classic Texts: Emile Durkheim "Moral Education" 1925
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/classic-texts-emile-
durkheim-moral-education-1925

● Classic Texts: Max Weber "The Theory of Economic and Social 
Organisations" 1947 
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/classic-texts-max-
weber-the-theory-of-economic-and-social-organisations-1947

Watch:

● Abandoned toddler rescued and raised by feral dogs | 60 Minutes 
Australia https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nv3ocntSSUU&t=351s

● What Is Sociology?: Crash Course Sociology #1 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio

● A Brief Introduction to Marxism 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0GFSUu5UzA&t=14s

● A Brief Guide to Functionalism 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhhdPgVzkwU

● Labelling Theory https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_olQ1lQoBE

Listen:

Socialisation

An extract from the podcast on socialisation, feral children and Nature Vs 

Nurture. http://www.podology.org.uk/podcasts/4556339393

bourgeoisie The ruling class who own the means of production and 

exploit the proletariat in order to make huge profits 

Proletariat Wage labourers who do not own any means of 

production and live by selling their labour to the 

bourgeoisie for wages

Social cohesion The idea that people in society should have a shared 

set of values and attitudes that help to unite society and 

to bring people together 

status Refers to the amount of prestige or social standing that 

members of a group or society give an individual in a 

particular social position 

Power Refers to the dominance and control of one individual 

or group over others 

Social stratification The way that society is structured or divided into 

hierarchical strata - or layers - with the most privileged 

at the top and the least favoured at the bottom. Social 

class is an example of a stratification system

gender Relates to socially constructed differences between 

men and women that are associated with masculinity 

and femininity 

Value consensus Broad agreement on values 

Patriarchy Male power, authority and dominance over women 

Self fulfilling 

prophecy

This occurs when a person who has been labelled 

comes to fit the image people have of them; i.e. the 

prediction becomes true

Master status A status that becomes the dominant status overrides 

any other status that person may have had. 
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