
Y11  Exam Unit - Education

Study Key ideas

Parsons - Education teaches the difference between 

particularistic and universalistic values

- Role allocation and meritocracy

Durkheim - Education teaches shared norms and values 

and builds social solidarity

- Teaches children specialised skills for work

Bowles and 

Gintis

- There is a correspondence or similarity 

between work and school 

- Education creates an obedient workforce to 

serve capitalism – hidden curriculum

Willis - Studied the lads – an anti-school subculture –

for two years 

- Found they were not obedient but their 

subculture was similar to WC workplaces

Ball - Lower class students more likely to be in lower 

bands

- Teachers had different expectations of 

different bands

- Mixed ability classes – labelling still happened

Ball, Bowe and 

Gewirtz

- Parental choice and competition has 

increased inequalities in education

- Middle class parents have more choice 

- Schools focus on image and results

Halsey, Heath 

and Ridge

- Survey of 8000 men 

- 3 social classes: service, intermediate, 

working

- Service class boy 11 times more likely to go to 

university than working class

Formal curriculum

The timetabled subjects taught in schools, such as English, Maths, 

Religious Studies and Spanish. This is called direct learning and refers to 

the formal things that you learn (for example in a GCSE course). 

Hidden curriculum

Things learned indirectly in school that are not formally taught, such as 

valuing punctuality, or conformity and obedience. Occurs through things 

like assemblies, tutor periods, the attitudes and behaviours of staff in 

school. 

Labelling 

The process of attaching a label (a sticky tag), characteristic or definition 

to individuals or groups. For example, labelling a middle class student as 

someone who is clever/bright. 

Self-fulfilling 

prophecy

This occurs when a person who has been labelled comes to fit the image 

people have of them; i.e. the prediction becomes true. 

Meritocracy

A system in which individuals’ achievements are based on their own 

talents and efforts rather than their social origins and backgrounds. 

Functionalists would agree with this. 

Material deprivation
Refers to the inability of individuals or households to afford the goods and 

activities that are typical in a society at a given point in time. 

Teacher 

expectations

Assumptions that teachers make about students’ future academic 

achievements based on their knowledge of students’ current 

performance.

Streaming 

Dividing students into different groups or bands based on a general 

assessment of their ability rather than their performance in a particular 

subject. 

League tables

League tables measure school performance data. This is statistical 

information showing how well pupils in England have done in public 

examinations taken at key points during their school careers. They are 

available for all members of the public to see. 

Marketisation
An attempt to improve education standards and opportunities by making 

schools and colleges compete for students in an ‘education market’.

Home schooling / 

tuition 

Teaching children at home rather than at school, usually by parents or 

private tutors. 

De-schooling
The idea that the education system as it currently organised should be 

abolished (stopped/eliminated). 



Homework

1: Knowledge Organisers

These provide the basic 

knowledge for each topic which 

needs to be known off by heart. 

This may include key concepts, 

key theories and the named 

sociologists and their research 

findings for each topic.

2: Meanwhile, elsewhere

What we learn in our lessons only 

offers a glimpse of the world. To 

widen our understanding, one 

page research sheets will be used 

to explore what else is going on 

around the world in contemporary 

society to match the topics we are 

studying. These need to be 

researched using the links and 

resources provided and 

completed.

3: Revision

Preparing for Sociology 

assessments is an essential part 

of each topic, as these 

assessments allow teachers and 

pupils the chance to check their 

progress in Sociology. Revising 

gives you the chance to show off 

what you know.

Read:

Classic Texts: Albert Cohen "Delinquent Boys" 1955

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/classic-texts-albert-cohen-

delinquent-boys-1955

Classic Texts: Paul Willis "Learning to Labour" 1977 

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/classic-texts-paul-willis-

learning-to-labour-1977

Classic Texts: Halsey, Heath & Ridge "Origins & Destinations" 1980

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/classic-texts-halsey-heath-

ridge-origins-destinations-1980

Classic Texts: Albert Cohen "Delinquent Boys" 1955

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/classic-texts-albert-cohen-

delinquent-boys-1955

Watch:

School swap:  The Class Divide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=giV7rRqdqD8

Listen:

Podology: History of the Education system 

http://www.podology.org.uk/podcasts/4556339393

BBC Sounds: Caleb Femi: Rethinking Education  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08htbdd

Gendered 

curriculum 

A curriculum in which some subjects (including 

high status subjects such as maths and science) 

are associated with masculinity) and others 

(such as languages and humanities) are 

associated with femininity.

Ethnocentric 

curriculum

The curriculum is seen as judging things in a 

biased way from the point of view of one culture. 

For examples, the National Curriculum may 

value white, Western literature, art, history etc. 

Anti-school 

subculture

A school-based group of students who resist the 

school, its teachers and their authority and 

openly challenge the school rules. 

Counter-

school 

culture

A group within a school that rejects the values 

and norms of the school and replaces them with 

anti-school values and norms. Willis 

demonstrated this in his study of working-class 

lads in his study called ‘Learning to Labour’ 

(1977).

Corresponde

nce Principle

Bowles and Gintis’ (Marxists) term used to 

describe the way that education and work 

connect or fit together (correspond) in capitalist 

society. 

Competition

A struggle or contest between individuals or 

groups to obtain (gain) something desirable 

(such as qualifications, school places, status, 

power or wealth) that is in limited supply. 

Cultural 

capital

Bourdieu’s idea that the knowledge, attitudes 

and values that the middle class provide for their 

children gives them an advantage in the 

education system. 

Cultural 

deprivation

A theory which suggests that some working 

class and minority ethnic students lack the 

‘correct’ values, behaviours and attitudes from 

socialisation to succeed in education. 
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