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Welcome 
to Co-op Academy Walkden 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you for your interest in Co-op Academy Walkden for the next stage in your child’s education. There is nothing 
more important than finding a school where you feel confident that your child will be happy, safe, and able to realise 
their full potential. 
 
At Co-op Academy Walkden, we firmly believe that all of our students should have access to the very best education 
through a broad curriculum and the wider opportunities on offer. Most importantly, through our strong co-operative 
values, we strive to bring out the very best in each individual. We’re ambitious for our students, and we want them to be 
successful and secure positive futures beyond school. 
 
Our broad and varied curriculum, delivered by our dedicated and passionate teachers and support staff, nurtures a 
love of learning and equips students with the knowledge and skills they need to be successful. Our curriculum is further 
enhanced by a diverse range of extra-curricular clubs, educational visits, and inspirational guest speakers. This further 
supports the development of our students as well-rounded and knowledgeable members of the community. 
 
As part of the Co-op Academies Trust, we’re challenged to create an outstanding learning community, maintain the 
highest standards, and deliver the best outcomes for all of our students. 
 
Throughout its 150 year history, Co-op has maintained it’s focus as a force for good in the community. At Co-op 
Academy Walkden, it’s our mission to be a force for good as a centre of excellence in the community of Walkden and the 
surrounding area. 
 
I hope you find the information in this prospectus useful; however, it can never replace seeing our state-of-the-art 
facilities and meeting some of our amazing staff and students in person. I look forward to meeting you. 
 
Matt Hacker, Principal.



Co-op Academies Trust
As a Co-op Academy we work hard to promote strong values through everything we do. These values are shared across 
the whole of the Co-op, including all academies within the Trust. 

The values that we share are: Self-help, Self-responsibility, Democracy, Solidarity, Equality, and Equity.

We demonstrate our values everyday through our Co-op Ways of Being. These are: 

Our Ways of Being help our students to develop into mature, responsible, caring members of our local community and 
help our students prepare to be pioneering global citizens of the future. 



Our Vision & Values 
We’re committed to our vision of an outstanding learning community, which is 
ambitious, safe, and inclusive, underpinned by our strong co-operative values.

We relentlessly focus on what matters most and ensure that:

•our curriculum is rich, purposeful, and inspiring.
•every child has the opportunity to develop the knowledge, skills, and character 
that will prepare them for their next steps.
•we provide thoughtful, engaging, and interesting opportunities beyond the 
classroom, which extend learning and develop students’ personal attributes and 
skills.
•through their experience at Co-op Academy Walkden, students will have 
enhanced chances and opportunities for success.

Our students deserve an education that’s second to none, at an academy that 
both they and the wider community are proud to call their own.

“One of the best things about Walkden is that we are all one big 
community. We all share and live by the Co-op Ways of Being.”

Lottie, Year 9 student. 





Year 6 Transition 
A warm welcome to our new prospective students and their families. I hope that this prospectus, along with our website, 
gives you a flavour of our friendly, vibrant, and dynamic community. 
 
The transition process starts early. After applying and eagerly awaiting school allocation, you’ll receive a letter from us 
welcoming you and your child to our community. We then begin to contact your child’s primary school. We have spent 
many years building strong links and relationships with primary schools. We want to know our new cohort before they 
step through our doors and ensure that they don’t have to worry.   
 
Before starting in September, your child will be invited to our transition days, where they’ll get to sample a variety of 
lessons, meet their new teachers, tour the building, and, more importantly, meet friends who’ll shape their memories. 
 
At Co-op Academy Walkden, we care. We understand that it’s our responsibility and privilege to help each student 
discover their unique talents and strengths. Our staff are committed to developing our students’ love of learning, 
creative independence, and academic self-discipline, which will enable them to achieve their full potential.  
 
Choosing the right school is an important decision. We can only give you a glimpse of the world students enjoy at Co-
op Academy Walkden in this prospectus. If you haven’t visited us yet, please do come and see the Academy for yourself. 
The students are excellent ambassadors and would love to show you their surroundings.  
 
I very much look forward to meeting you in the future and welcoming you and your child to Co-op Academy Walkden.  
 
Miss Wallwork, Transition Coordinator. 



Teaching & Learning 
At Co-op Academy Walkden, we believe in having high expectations for teaching 
and learning, and we encourage a culture of succeeding together.  We take an 
evidence-informed approach to learning, and lessons are structured to allow the 
maximum possible learning time.  
 
We build strong relationships with students and believe in creating a purposeful 
working environment for them. Lessons encourage students to think hard, and we 
support all students to achieve their potential. 
 
We have high expectations for our staff. We encourage our staff to be subject 
experts. Each classroom has a visualiser to ensure plenty of live modelling and 
feedback. Furthermore, staff use whole class feedback to ensure students know 
common misconceptions and how to improve their work.  
 
Our classroom routines involve frequent retrieval exercises to ensure learning 
is revisited and knowledge is strengthened in our students’ long-term memory. 
Literacy, written, and communication skills are a key priority for us. Students are 
taught explicit strategies to improve these. Staff focus heavily on developing 
student vocabulary to help them access challenging texts. 
 
We’re committed to helping staff develop, and we believe we can all improve. We 
invest heavily in the professional development of all staff in order to provide our 
students with the best learning experience.

“A lot of things are very 
good about Co-op Academy 
Walkden; however, I think 
the best thing is the variety 
of lessons and the different 
things I get to learn.

The teachers are helpful, 
and they present the lessons 
clearly so you understand 
what is being taught.”

Chloe, Year 8 student. 

“Teachers ensure that all 
students are engaged in the 
learning so that nobody is left 
out or left behind.” 

Finley, Year 10 student.



Our Curriculum 
Our curriculum is designed to drive aspiration and achievement through a broad and engaging offering that culminates 
in a set of personalised choices at Key Stage 4.   
 
We ensure that students receive access to a rich curriculum. Through specialist teaching, we encourage students to 
develop their scholarly interests and become resilient and independent learners ready for their next steps to further 
education, employment, or training.  
 
Utilising our state-of-the-art facilities and resources, students have the opportunity to benefit from a variety of research-
led approaches to teaching and learning, which underpin the excellent, collaborative teaching at Co-op Academy 
Walkden.  
 
Skill-based practical work and active participation are key to students’ development. By encouraging students to work 
with their peers, engaging in dialogue and debate, students learn to interact, support, and challenge each other.  

Where students require extra help and support, our timely approach to intervention bolsters achievement. Our strategic 
approach to literacy and numeracy facilitates extra layers of intervention and students benefit from small group and 
one-to-one tuition.   
 
Students at Walkden are also encouraged to develop beyond the classroom to become well-rounded and positive 
contributors to society. To facilitate this, we offer an expansive selection of enrichment and extra-curricular opportunities 
for all year groups.   
 
The academic curriculum does not stand alone. It’s supported by strong pastoral care and dedicated Personal, Social, 
and Health Education lessons.  These create young people who are emotionally and socially able to contribute to an 
ever-changing world.



Do What Matters Most 
Community Projects 

Working for our community is what we do, and whilst we’re creating better futures for the 
people around us, we’re fully committed to demonstrating our Co-op Values.  
 
We want to do what matters most by building positive relationships with our neighbours 
through sharing our events and activities with local community members. On Remembrance 
Day, we invite our community to share in our special service. We also invite our community to 
a carol service at Christmas.  
 
We want to show that we care by contributing to our local community and national charities 
through meaningful social action.  We work closely with local charities, such as Mustard Tree, 
to collect parcels for families in need at Christmas. Furthermore, we run awareness campaigns 
throughout the year, promoting our students to become equality pioneers.  
 
We also want our students to care about the people and the environment around them. To 
encourage this, we have done litter picks around the local community. We also have an active 
Eco-club. Last year, students also sent personal messages, cards, and presents to the residents 
of a local care home at Christmas.  
 
We encourage all of our young people to get involved and become active pioneers for 
change in their local community.  



Do What Matters Most 
Student Council 

As well as becoming pioneers for change in the local community, we encourage our students 
to have a central voice in the development of their community. To give our students a voice, 
and teach them about democracy and equity, we have an active Student Council.  
 
Two representatives from each form group make up the school council. The main Student 
Council meets once a half term to discuss issues that matter to them. We also have two sub-
committees who work with our Senior Leaders, attending meetings and feeding back student 
voice results.

Student Leadership 

Our students are future business leaders and pioneers for change. We want our students to 
be ready for the challenges that their future careers might bring. This is why we encourage 
our students to develop their leadership skills.  
 
In Year 10, students can apply to become Student Leaders. In Year 11, 
students can apply for the prestigious role of Senior Student Leader or a 
Senior Sports Leader.  
 
Senior Sports Leaders work with the PE department to lead the 
development of extra-curricular sports at Walkden. They also pioneer good 
practice and participation in sport to younger members of our community. 



Be Yourself, Always 
Extra-Curricular 

We’re proud of our active and varied extra-curricular calendar. We believe that by offering 
activities, trips, and events, our young people can develop valuable life skills beyond the 
classroom. 

We also know that through offering extra-curricular activities, positive mental health is 
developed amongst our students through fostering a feeling of belonging. Students are able 
to develop friendships beyond their classroom peers, bringing life-long benefits.  
 
We have many activities which run throughout the year, such as:  
 
•Music Clubs – Ukelele, Band, Junior Choir 
•Sports Clubs – Football, Netball, Rugby, and Athletics  
•Modern Foreign Languages Club 
•Debating Society  
•Learning Resource Centre – Quiz night, Homework Club and Craft Club.  

“There are plenty of opportunities for students to join extra-curricular trips and clubs at 
Co-op Academy Walkden. From football to debating; there is something for everyone to 
get involved in and learn from!”

James, Year 11 student.



Cadets

Students from Year 8 – 11 can join the Combined Cadet Unit. Currently, we’re offering students 
the opportunity to join the Army Cadets section.  
 
Through the Cadets, our students are offered some fantastic opportunities to develop their 
leadership, teamwork, and communication skills.  
 
The Cadets take part in:  
 
•field craft 
•drill 
•first aid 
•The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 
 
Students also get to go on adventure training and an annual Easter camp.

Careers 

We’re committed to ensuring that all students have access to a high-quality careers 
education programme, up-to-date information, and impartial advice. Every student has 
the opportunity to have a one-to-one careers appointment, and careers education is 
embedded into the curriculum.  
 
We’ve lots of careers resources, including Xello, which all students can access. The Co-
op offers their expertise and opportunities throughout the year too, and we invite 
a range of employers and successful alumni to lead activities with students. 
 
Each year, our Year 10 students experience the world of work through participating 
in work experience. This enables them to develop their employability skills and gain 
valuable insight into the realities of their chosen career path.



Show You Care  

Pastoral 

We’re proud of our strong pastoral system. We want all of our students to feel happy, safe, and included at Co-op 
Academy Walkden. They’re a part of our community. We want to support them in developing into well-rounded, 
emotionally intelligent, and happy young adults who have the tools and resilience to cope with whatever the future 
holds.  
 
Students are fully supported. Each year group has its own head who will stay with your child throughout their time at the 
Academy. Further, each student is given a form tutor who’ll be their first point of contact every morning. Form tutors and 
Heads of Year will get to know your child well, which means that they can fully support them as an individual. 
 
We’re tough on bullying and we’ve got systems in place to make sure that any forms of bullying are dealt with swiftly. 
We promote the co-op values in all that we do, and these are also affirmed in our student awareness campaigns. 
In November, the theme for the student awareness campaign is Anti-Bullying. Students have an assembly, and our 
Academy Anti-Bullying Heroes are celebrated as positive pioneers. 
 
Co-op Academies Trust champions mental health support for all individuals in their communities. In a recent survey, our 
students said that they felt very positive about the mental health of others and that Co-op Academy Walkden prioritised 
good mental health and wellbeing for everyone in our community. We can offer our students a significant amount of 
support if they are experiencing mental health difficulties. This includes: counselling, mentoring, small group work, and 
signposting them to external agencies.



Show You Care  

Safeguarding 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare and safety of all students. 
 
We have policies and procedures in place to deal effectively 
with child protection and safeguarding issues. These 
include tackling radicalisation and extremism, together with 
recording and monitoring processes. 
 
We have a Designated Safeguarding Lead and safeguarding 
team that support staff members in carrying out their 
safeguarding duties. They also liaise closely with other 
services.

“The pastoral team are amazing! The staff are really caring.  My Head of Year has sorted lots of things out for me. 
I know she has done lots for other students too. My Form Tutor is great too. My Form Tutor helps me to focus in a 
morning so that I have a good start to the day!” 

Sky, Year 11 student. 

“It's a privilege to guide young learners through their 
formative years. As a pastoral team, we’ll always be 
there for your child. We’ll help and support them as 
an individual and make sure they flourish into a well-
rounded young adult.”

Mr Healey, Head of Year 7. 



Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

We’re an inclusive learning community and we’re committed to supporting students with additional needs. With support 
from our staff, we expect most students to access a mainstream curriculum, but some of our students with more complex 
needs access a more bespoke offer based in the Hive.  
 
The Hive is an enhanced resource provision for students with cognition and learning difficulties. The Hive plays a pivotal 
role in Salford’s vision for developing provision for students with SEND by improving options and outcomes for all 
students.  
 
In the Hive, students benefit from access to teaching in small groups, and from time in mainstream classes. There’s a 
higher than usual level of staffing to meet more complex needs in the Hive. This extends to break and lunchtime support. 
 
The Hive sits within the main building, but it has a separate entrance and facilities, enabling students to have a secure 
haven. This designated area has:

• full barrier-free access, including toilet facilities
• a supervised area for breaks and lunchtime that include catering facilities
• areas for small group teaching, therapy, and positive support
• flexible learning spaces to enable a more personalised curriculum
• a highly visual learning ethos
• quiet work areas, work stations and distraction free rooms
• ICT facilities. 

 

“Choosing to send my daughter to the Hive was the best decision I have ever made! Each and every one of the 
staff truly cares about her as an individual. They go above and beyond; nothing is ever too much trouble. The 
communication is fantastic, and my daughter can access excellent education with support when needed. I can’t thank 
the team enough!”  

Louise, Parent of a Year 9 student.





Succeed Together 
Attendance  
 
For your child to develop and achieve academically and personally, they need to be in the building, being taught and 
cared for by our expert staff members. This is why we take attendance seriously.  
 
We’ve a proactive attendance team who support our young people to attend lessons and maximise their potential. 
We expect all of our students to have 96% attendance or above, and we’re proud of the students who achieve this 
benchmark. We reward good attendance at Co-op Academy Walkden by offering trips and treats. We run regular 
competitions to encourage students throughout the year. 
 
Our day starts at 8:30 am and we expect all students to be on-site no later than 8:25 am.  
 
We want your child to have the best experience at Co-op Academy Walkden, and the attendance team is there to make 
sure that they get the maximum amount of opportunities to do this.  
 
OFSTED  
 
Co-op Academy Walkden formed in 2018. As such, we’ve not yet been inspected. 
 
Over the past three years, we’ve been on a considerable journey of improvement. We’ve formed a new leadership team, 
appointed new members of staff, and we’ve nurtured a growing co-op culture that underpins the excellent academic and 
pastoral work that is delivered daily. We hope that this will be reflected in our first inspection.





What Next? 
We know that choosing a secondary school can be tough. You want to be sure that you’ve made the best decision for 
your child, so we’d encourage you to come and visit us. We hold one open evening a year, usually in September. 

If you have any questions, please do get in touch. You can ring us, or drop us an email at walkden.info@coopacademies.
co.uk. We are active on social media too, and this is the best way to keep up with all of the latest information and news 
from us. You can follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook @walkdencoop.

In the 2021/2022 applications process, we were oversubscribed. This is thanks to the significant improvements that our 
Academy has made over the past three years. 

You can find our admissions arrangements on our website at walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/admissions. 





Do you have any questions? 
Use this page to jot down any questions you may have. Then, get in touch with us for the answers! 
Email us at walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk. 





211 Old Clough Lane, Walkden, Worsley, Manchester, M28 7JB

0161 850 1625

walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk 

Follow us @WalkdenCoop 


